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Book 


Service 


The League for Labor 
Palestine is pleased to an- 
nounce the organization of 
a complete book service 
for its members and for all 
subscribers to the Jewish 
Frontier. The League Co- 
operative Book Service is 
prepared to offer prompt 
delivery at publisher's list 
price, postage prepaid, of 
any book. Similar service is 
offered on all magazine 
subscriptions. 

Membership in the League 
Cooperative Book Service is 
free and involves no promise to 
a any set number of 
ooks. The profits of the coop- 
erative will be shared with the 
membership in the form of 
bonus books. The remaining 
funds will be utilized for the 
Publication and Educational 
Fund, the objective of which is 
to publish essential material on 
subjects of Jewish interest. 

All members purchasing at 
least three books annually will 
be entitled to a bonus book 
without further cost. From time 
to time, the membership will be 
given the opportunity to take 
advantage of the special offers 
on books of popular interest. 


THE LEAGUE COOPERATIVE 
BOOK SERVICE 
League for Labor Palestine 
275 SEVENTH AVENUE 
New York, N. Y. 


| wish to become a member of the 
League Cooperative Book Service. 

| understand this will entitle me to 
receive all the benefits of membership 
- without any obligations to me. 

At this time | would like you to 
send me the following books: 














Money order or check is 
to accompany each order. 
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Address. 
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MURDER ON THE BLACK SEA 


E DEMAND TO KNOW THE NAMES OF THE 

British officials in Jerusalem or in London or in 
both capitals who are responsible for the death of 
the seven hundred and fifty Jewish men, women and 
children on the Struma in the waters of the Black 
Sea. Whoever they may be, the British Government 
owes it to the public opinion of the world to disclose 
their names so that they may be branded as murder- 
ers and removed from their positions and adequately 
punished for their cold-blooded crime. 


Should the London Government fail to act, it will 
assume the responsibility for a deed which is bound 
to fill every decent person with a feeling of indigna- 
tion against those who stand at the helm of the 
Empire. Those seven hundred and fifty nameless 
people who had been wandering about for weeks on 
the four hundred ton boat, could have been saved. 
All that was needed was one word from the British 
colonial officials. The permission to land could have 
been given in accordance with the provisions of the 
Macdonald White Paper or it could have been done 
in violation of that disingenuous document. It hardly 
matters when the lives of unfortunate refugees are 
at stake. 

The refugees, fleeing from massacres in Rumania 
and the Gestapo in Bulgaria, like the passengers on 
the Darien last year, believed that outside of Hitler’s 
world there was still a human world. Like the Darien 
passengers they set out for Palestine on a fishing boat 
and wandered for weeks without being permitted 
to land anywhere. Their entreaties were of no avail; 
in vain were the pleadings and assurances of the 
Jewish Agency which was ready to agree that the 
number of the refugees admitted should be deducted 
from the immigration schedule. The Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee of America offered a financial guar- 
antee. But the British colonial officials refused the 
unfortunates the right to save their lives. The cap- 
tain of the Struma warned the authorities that both 
his vessel and its cargo were no longer seaworthy; 
that the passengers were hungry, sick and hysterical 
and that some of them had already gone insane. But 
the Turkish officials and the British officials were 
adamant in their refusal. The vessel was denied 
passage through the Bosphorus or a landing on Turk- 
ish shores. The refugees had their choice of two 
courses, either to go back to destruction in Rumania, 
and Bulgaria, or to seek salvation in the bottom of the 
sea. A stray mine brought the second alternative 
to pass. 

To be sure, the Turkish authorities are not free 
from responsibility in this matter. The fatality took 
place only a few miles off the Bosphorus, at a place 
where it was the human duty of the Turkish officials 
to save the lives of the passengers by permitting them 
at least temporary shelter. 


But one cannot expect of sophisticated modern 
Turkey the old-fashioned hospitality of its Islamic 
rulers of old—of Bayazet the Second, of Selim the 
First and Suleiman the First, who offered asylum to | 
the Jewish exiles from Spain and Portugal. Certainly, 
Turkey cannot be expected today to show greater 
concern for Jewish refugees than the Empire which 
solemnly pledged itself to facilitate the establishment 
of a National Jewish Homeland in Palestine. 

Moreover, Turkey has not assumed any responsi- 
bility for the moral order of the world; her Premier 
does not parade any Atlantic Charter, nor does he 
speak in the name of democracy and of Christian 
civilization, nor call upon all the oppressed to revolt 
against Hitler and to help create a better world. 

The excuses offered by the British officials are 
hypocritical and revolting. Some of these officials 
fraternized with Hitler's henchmen and emsisaries as 
recently as three years ago, and their “fear” of Nazis 
among Jewish refugees sounds ludicrous in the face 
of the keen awareness of the Palestine Jewish com- 
munity who may be relied upon to spot any spy or 
saboteur in their midst. It is preposterous to pretend 
that another thousand or two thousand souls would 
aggravate the food situation in a country which has 
enough to feed its million and a half inhabitants plus 
the military forces stationed there. The argument 
becomes even more preposterous when one bears in 
mind the fact that many of the refugees could help 
to fill the shortage of agricultural labor caused by 
Jewish enlistments in the British army. 

The colonial officials have used these ludicrous 
arguments before to explain the inexplicable. They 
still use them in regard to the eight hundred men, 
women and children imprisoned in an internment 
camp in Palestine. These people are neither criminals, 
lepers or vagabonds. They are refugees who arrived 
in Palestine on the ship Darien in March 1941. Most 
of them are Rumanian Jews, fugitives from the Anto- 
mescu massacres of January 1941. About one third .- 
are Bulgarian Jews fleeing from the fury of Hitler's 
New Order in a once friendly country. There are 
among them also survivors of the Salvador which 
sank in the Sea of Marmora in November 1940. 
Nearly all the children aboard and many adults, 
several hundred in all, perished in that disaster. The 
survivors arrived on the Darien and were confined 
behind barbed wires together with the rest of the 
passengers. These refugees are still in Palestine only 
because the Palestine Administration cannot at this 
time find ships to deport them to the distant islands 
of the Indian Ocean. 


A similar excuse was offered by the British colonial 
officials in November 1940 in the case of the passen- 
gers of the tragically celebrated Patria. It was only 
after the ship exploded in the harbor from a still 
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undetermined cause and several hundred people lost 
their lives, that the survivors were admitted. Of 
these over one hundred later volunteered for the 
British army! 

But the tragedy of the Struma exceeds all that the 
vicious and dull-witted colonial officials have done so 
far to make a mockery of Britain’s pledge to the Jews 
and of the principles proclaimed in the Atlantic 
Charter and in Churchill’s speeches. 

Wherever the culprits may be—in the Colonial 
Office, in London or in the High Commissioner’s 
residence in Jerusalem—the British Government 
must disclose their names, whatever their position in 
the administration or in society. The higher their 
positions the more shocking the crime and the greater 
the blot on the fair name of England. 

Respect for England and confidence in her Gov- 
ernment are essential to the morale of the public 
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in this war. The task of maintaining that confidence 
and of inspiring faith in the oldest democratic country 
in Europe devolves in the first place upon the British 
Government. 

Public opinion in Britain has properly been arous- 
ed by this shocking iniquity, and voices have been 
raised in protest demanding the resignation of the 
Palestine authorities and of a change in the British 
policy in Palestine. 

“The New Colonial Secretary must examine the 
policy of the Palestine Administration and tell its of- 
ficials that either the policy or the Administration it- 
self will have to be changed,” the Manchester Guar- 
dian declared editorially. 

The British Government must realize that one can- 
not wage war for the destruction of Hitlerism with 
the help of colonial officialdom which is itself infected 
with Hitler mentality. 


FOOD FOR THE GHETTO 


J EWISH REFUGEES FROM POLAND, WHO ARE 

familiar with conditions obtaining there, have 
expressed their astonishment at what they charac- 
terize as the apathy of American Jewry. They 
cannot understand our apparent indifference to the 
fate of Jews shut up in the Warsaw ghetto. They 
wonder why Jewish relief organizations have not 
undertaken measures to alleviate the distress of Polish 
Jewry. They do not accept the answer of “blockade” 
as sufficient, because they are in a position to point out 
that in exceptional circumstances the United Nations 
have seen fit to temper the stringency of the blockade, 
and permit the shipment of food into specially strick- 
en areas. Greece is a case in point. Every one wel- 
comed the decision to send food to the starving popu- 
lation of Greece, when it became clear that without 
such help few Greeks would remain alive to celebrate 
the day of victory. 

The status of Polish Jewry is also an exceptional 
one. We know into what an inferno the Nazis have 
transformed the countries they occupy. The plight of 
Poland is particularly tragic because the Nazis have 
made no secret of their determination to ensalve and 
decimate that country. But even Hell has its circles, 
and the lowest darkest ring has been reserved for 
Polish Jewry. The horror stories which reach us from 
the Polish ghetto know no counterpart even in Nazi 
fiendishness. 

The situation of the average Pole is terrible enough, 
as is attested by numerous documents made public by 
the Polish government in exile. On the basis of these 
above one would be able to surmise the barbarities 
practiced on Polish Jews, even if specific information 
were not forthcoming. But there is no lack of figures. 
The Nazis are not anxious to conceal one of their eas- 
iest triumphs—the fact that they are fast attaining 


one of their most publicized objectives, the extermina- 
tion of several million Jews in the heart of Europe. 


The status of the Polish Jew is that of a prisoner 
of war, with the important difference that none of 
the ameliorating conventions governing the treat- 
ment of prisoners of war, apply to him. He is impris- 
oned behind ghetto walls, from which he can- 
not stir at the peril of his life, but he is not fed, 
nor is he provided with rudimentary medical care, 
as would be the case if he enjoyed the full privileges 
of a prisoner. If one wants to get a notion of what 
the existence of the Polish Jews, crowded within the 
confines of the ghetto, is like, one has merely to 
consider the food ration. Poles notoriously get the 
poorest food allowances of all inhabitants of occupied 
countries, but the Polish Jew is officially entitled to 
one half of the Polish allowance. Actually, the Jew’s 
ration is approximately 1/5 of that of the Pole. 
Furthermore, Poles have freedom of motion. The 
urban population is able to make contact with their 
fellow citizens in the villages and supplement their 
meager ration in some measure with country produce, 
but the Jew has no possibility of leaving the ghetto 
and purchasing extra foods. 

Jews receive 1 pound of bread a week, and 1/3 
of a pound of potatoes, and practically nothing else. 
Medicines are not available to them. Obviously, such 
a food norm is a death sentence. It is not even slow 
famine. The appalling death rate in the Warsaw 
ghetto makes it clear that the process of destruction 
will not necessarily be too long drawn out. The 
death rate of Jewish children is 30 times that of 
Polish children. There is only one way of character- 
izing such a ration. It is deliberate infanticide prac- 
tised by the Nazi regime. Epidemics rage behind 
the ghetto walls, but anti-typhus serums cannot be 
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obtained by Jews. Hunger, pestilence, and fantastic- 
ally overcrowded living quarters are faithful execu- 
tioners performing the Nazis’ commands. 

Under these circumstances, it would appear to be 
time that the attention of the United Nations be 
drawn to the fate of Polish Jewry. Their condition 
is far worse than that of any other group suffering 
from Nazi oppression. Food has been sent to Greece; 
it has been sent to Belgium; it has even been sent to 
Vichy France. The reasons in each case have been of 
such urgency that they superceded the rigorous appli- 
cation of the blockade. The same considerations of 
mercy apply to the unparalleled sufferings of the Jews 
in the Polish ghettos. Polish Jews should receive 
at least as much food as the other inhabitants of 
Poland. They should be given at least as much medi- 
cation to enable them to meet the scourge of disease 


DISCRIMINATION 


HE PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON FAIR EMPLOY- 
ment Practices has been probing religious and 
racial discrimination in defense industries. Testimony 
at the hearings revealed a situation which is no nov- 
elty to any Jew who has had occasion to seek employ- 
ment of recent years. It is becoming increasingly 
difficult for Jews to secure work of any kind. The ad- 
vertisements in the metropolitan press are melancholy 
evidence of this. A survey of help wanted advertise- 
ments which appeared in the N. Y. Times and Herald 
Tribune of last November indicated that 32% of 
the employers sepicfied “Christian” or the equivalent. 
Since not every firm that practices religious discrim- 
ination make such open avowal of the fact, it is safe 
to assume that the percentage of discrimination is far 
higher than even the alarming rate of 32%. 
The situation has naturally aroused considerable 


agitation among Jewish organizations and steps have’ 


been taken to stem the growing tide of intolerance re- 
vealed by this state of affairs. However, till now these 
steps have been largely in the field of moral suasion 
and pro-democratic propaganda. In the last analysis, 
the private employer could insist on his right to hire 
whomever he pleased, no matter how ill-grounded or 
offensive his prejudices might be. But America’s entry 
into the war has in some measure altered this condi- 
tion. In the defense industries, at any rate, discrimin- 
ation practices are not viewed with indifference. The 
Federal Government, which lets out huge contracts, 
expects fair employment practices to be observed by 
the firms which receive the orders. At a time when 
all available man power must be used as effectively 
as possible, the Government can ill afford to let the 
skills and energy of any section of the population die 
untapped. Furthermore, the danger to morale and 
national unity of letting Hitlerite methods be copied 
in industries engaged in war-production is too obvious 
to require comment. 
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rampant in their midst. There is no reason why the 
United Nations should subscribe to the Nuremberg 
laws, and accept the incomparably worse status of 
Polish Jewry as a norm. The Jews of Europe must 
share the general fate of their fellow citizens cour- 
ageously and on equal terms. But it is not to the inter- 
est of any democratic nation that the Nazis celebrate 
their saturnalia of death in ghetto without any check. 
We are convinced that the Polish Government in 
Exile would welcome any steps which would make 
it possible for the incarcerated Jews of Poland to 
have at least the pittances of food and medication 
granted to other Polish nationals. Jewish Organiza- 
tions should lose no time in requesting Washington 
and London to permit the shipment of food and medi- 
cines before the ghetto becomes a grave-yard. 


IN DEFENSE JOBS 


Unfortunately, the hearings of the President’s Com- 
mittee indicate that the defense industries are infested 
with discrimination. Many firms, which are enjoying 
fat government contracts, refuse to hire Jews. These 
firms are frequently clever enough to circumvent the 
provisions of the President’s demand that no racial or 
religious discrimination be practiced in defense indus- 
tries, by doing their hiring through agencies which 
preserve the employer’s anonymity and take upon 
themselves the task of discovering the applicant's 
religion. Other evasive measures which enable the 
employer to discriminate against Jews without assum- 
ing the onus of such discrimination, are also in vogue. 
A study of the applicant’s training record, which at 
some point might indicate religion, is one of the 
means used to weed out those deemed “undesirable.” 

Clearly, a country engaged in an all-out effort 
to preserve democratic ideals against the fascist on- 
slaught, cannot permit such a situation to continue. 
At least in the employment fields which the Govern- 
ment can control, by virtue of awarding contracts, 
discrimination should be stamped out, since all con- 
tracts for war materials specify that there shall be no 
discrimination. Here it is merely a question of en- 
forcement of an existing provision. So far such 
enforcement has been lax. Too many loop-holes have 
been permitted. Greater vigilance and a more aggres- 
sive insistence on the faithful carrying out of the 
President’s anti-discrimination provisions should do 
much to remedy the present abuses. 

As might have been expected, the hearings of the 
President’s Committee also revealed extensive dis- 
crimination against Negroes. “White Only” ads are 
as much of a menace to the war effort as the “Chris- 
tian Only” variety. Discrimination against Negroes 
does not follow the same pattern as that against Jews 
—as a rule Negroes can get work as unskilled laborers 
whereas efforts are made to keep them out of skilled 
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or professional spheres of employment—but it stems 
from the same source. An interesting side-light on 
the question of discrimination against Negroes was 
furnished by Frank Fenton, representative of the 
American Federation of Labor on the President's 
Committee on Fair Employment practices, who an- 
nounced that the A. F. of L. would oust a union that 
persisted in barring Negroes from employment. Such 
a decision is a great step forward toward securing 
juster labor relations and practices. To the shame of 
white organized labor, it must be admitted that till 
now white unions have in many cases been guilty of 
gross discrimination towards their Negro fellow- 
workers. The declaration of the A. F. of L. representa- 
tive makes it possible to hope that an ugly blot on 
the record of organized labor is about to be erased, 
and that union workers at any rate will not help to 
deprive other workers of the possibility of employ- 
ment. 

Lieutenant Governor Poletti urged the passage of 
a State law prohibiting the publication of discrimin- 
atory advertisements by companies working on war 
contracts. Such a step would serve to implement fur- 
ther the President’s executive order. But at best such 
laws are make-shift. Discrimination against Jews. 
Negroes, Catholics or any other minority groups must 
be attached first in the most vulnerable spots—the 
defense industries. But the fight should not end there. 
The right to work should be freely available to every 
willing worker in whatever field he is qualified. That 
is the essential meaning of democracy. 


Terror IN PALESTINE 


Acorns TO DISPATCHES FROM TEL-AVIV, 
Abraham Stern, leader of a Jewish terrorist band, 
was killed by the police after he opened fire when 
surrounded. This brings to a close a chapter in a 
sordid history of murders and shootings occurring in 
Palestine during the past weeks. 


Some time ago the Tel-Aviv police were notified 
that bombs were being manufactured in a certain 
building. The anonymous message stated that if 
police would arrive at a given hour, they would find 
the culprits at work. When the Chief of Police Schiff 
and some members of the force arrived at the place, 
they found no one, but a time bomb exploded, killing 
Schiff and wounding his assistant who later died of 
the wounds. The secretary of the Tel-Aviv Labor 
Council, Tabori, was wounded. Several terrorists were 
wounded by the police who sought to capture them in 
a barricaded building. 

We are not accustomed to such acts in Palestine. 
A few years ago none would have believed a Jewish 
terrorist band in Palestine to be possible. The Jewish 
press in this country has seen fit to ignore this painful 
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subject completely, but we believe it should be 
brought into the open. 


The name of this terrorist organization is Ha-por- 
esh, (The Separated). The members are separated 
from the Revisionist party of which they once formed 
a wing and from which they split at the outbreak of 
the war. But Haporesh also stands apart from the 
organized Jewish community of Palestine generally, 
from its responsible sections (among which we in- 
clude the Revisionists) and from Jewish hopes and 
objectives, especially in the present war. 


A fascist-terrorist branch existed in the Revisionist 
party for some years and was at one time strong 
in Revisionist ranks in Poland and in Palestine. One 
of the theoreticians of that group, Abba Achimeir, 
wrote in 1932 that Hitler and the National-Socialist 
movement ought to serve as examples for every na- 
tional revolutionary movement of our times, includ- 
ing “true Zionism” as Achimeir understood it. Later 
Mussolini became the ideal national savior. When 
the Duce adopted Hitler’s racism, Achimeir wrote 
that the Jewish Marxists and their “criminal anti- 
Fascism” had driven him to it. During the Spanish 
Civil War the Revisionists in Poland and in Palestine 
sang the praises of General Franco. 


During the past few years Jewish terrorists have 
been busy robbing banks, destroying public property, 
stealing weapons, kidnapping, demanding money 
from rich Jews and threatening them with death if 
they failed to deliver the required sum. 


What is the program of this terrorist band? It is 
obviously engaged in a physical fight against the 
recognized institutions of the Homeland, especially 
the Histadrut. Perhaps the Revisionists are in a posi- 
tion to furnish more elucidation since the Ha-poresh 
was till recently a Revisionist wing and grew up in 
the bosom of the Revisionist movement. The Revis- 
ionist leadership in America, or the Revisionist dele- 
gation now visiting this country owes it to the Jewish 
public to explain the character of their former com- 
rades. What was the issue on which Ha-poresh split 
from the main body of the Revisionists? Why is Jew- 
ish blood being shed by Jews in the Jewish Home- 
land? 


VMATORMOATTE TTT ATT TTT 


CORRECTION 


In the article by David Ben-Gurion entitled Jewish 
Army in the January issue there was a regrettable 
error. On page 4, column 1, paragraph 4, line 6, 
the statement appears. “... Jewish Palestine can pro- 
vide an army of at least two times ten thousand.” 


It ought to read “at least five times ten thousand.” 
AQ R080 AA 
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APPEASEMENT 


OR ABOUT A YEAR SOME EIGHT HUNDRED JEW- 
ish refugees have been imprisoned in an intern- 
ment camp in Palestine. Some have been driven 
insane, and most of them are desperate enough to 
seek release through means which can only bring 
them death. Hunger strikes have already taken place. 
The treatment meted out to the eight hundred 
passengers of the Darien has nothing to do with 
military considerations. It is one of a series of recent 
occurrences all pointing in the same direction. There 
is a renewed attempt on the part of British officials 
in Palestine to appease the followers of the Grand 
Mufti. While the latter commutes between Ber- 
lin and Rome and while the effects of his radio 
propaganda are beginning to be felt in Northern 
Africa, sixteen of his followers have been permitted 
to return to Palestine. No evidence is offered that 
these instigators of massacres have in any way fe- 
pented. At the same time the Jerusalem Administra- 
tion issues a statement that “Jewish merchants” are 
guilty of raising prices on foodstuffs—presumably 
war profiteering in Palestine and elsewhere is con- 
fined to Jews! The recent issuance of a small quota 
of immigration certificates for the coming six months 
has been accompanied by a declaration that the step 
is “in accordance with the provisions of the White 
Paper.” 


It is clear that the intention of the Palestine Ad- 
ministration is to stress the finality of the White 
Paper in determining British policy in Palestine. 
Anything may happen in the world as a result of 
the present gigantic struggle: the most unexpected 
and revolutionary changes may take place in England, 
America, Russia and the rest of the world. But 
Malcolm Macdonald’s sophomoric essay with its dis- 
ingenuous reasoning and its basic falsity must stand. 
So determined is the Administration to uphold the 
sacredness of the White Paper that it is ready to treat 
any small group of Jews fleeing for their lives as 
criminals. The White Paper takes precedence not 
only over the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate 
and over the historic rights of the Jews. It actually 
overshadows the Ten Commandments. 


Even if all the provisions of the White Paper were 
to be accepted, if Palestine were to be converted into 
an Arab state immediately after the war and Zionism 
were to be liquidated, there would still remain the 
civilized practice of granting asylum to a fugitive. 
Armenians were admitted into Syria after the last 
war, although Syria had not been promised them as 
a national homeland and they had no historic claims 
on the country. Today it is not a question of many 
thousands of Jews flooding and threatening to upset 
the ratio between Jews and Arabs. It is only a 


IN PALESTINE 


matter of a thousand more or a thousand less Jew- 
ish refugees coming in without a visa. The Jewish 
community in Palestine is always ready to absorb 
them, and many more if need be, in its economic 
structure and to supervise their conduct. Even “ac- 
cording to the provisions of the White Paper” the 
Administration still owes us several tens of thousands 
of certificates. It is always in a position to deduct 
the number of “unauthorized” or “illegal” entries 
from future schedules. Several hundred Jewish refu- 
gees could easily be accorded decent human treatment 
without violating a jot or title of the Law of Malcolm 
Macdonald. 


Why then must the Palestine Administration show 
such brutality towards people whom the aims of the 
present war obligate it to protect? Hundreds of them 
could become productive in the Palestine industries 
now working energetically for the British army. 
Many would in time join the army and make their 
contribution to the war as first rate soldiers. There 
can be no explanation for the shameful conduct of 
the Palestine Administration except a stubborn per- 
sistence in the policy of appeasement on the part of 
reactionary seim-fascist-officials. 


It does not occur to Palestine officialdom that it 
may underestimate the intelligence of the very people 
whom it seeks to appease. Every sensible Arab will 
ask himself what value may be placed on promises 
given to the Arabs today if such solemn undertakings 
as those given the Jews twenty five years ago are 
now translated into a milder edition of Dachau . . . 


Palestine officialdom fails to appreciate the intelli- 
gence and sense of fairness of the average British 
soldier. The soldiers who guard the Jewish refugees 
behind the barbed wires read the newspapers. They 
have heard of Britain’s pledge to the Jews twenty-five 
years ago when their fathers or older brothers 
marched into Palestine. It will not raise their military 
morale to know that they are confining people whose 
only sin is to have taken England’s word seriously. 


A way must be found to bring these facts before 
the public opinion of Great Britain. The great major- 
ity of the British people want their government to 
come to the peace conference with clean hands. They 
are entitled to demand an account of their govern- 
ment in the case of gross injustice perpetrated on a 
group of helpless refugees. If the fault lies with the 
local administration, effective measures ought to be 
adopted. If the London government is to blame, it is 
high time to remind it that after all its efforts at 
appeasement in Palestine, it should begin appeasing 
its own conscience . . . 
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JEWISH ARMY 


PROCLAMATION TO ALL ZIONISTS OF AMER- 

ica, calling on them to throw themselves unre- 
servedly into the effort to mobilize American public 
opinion for a Jewish fighting force in Palestine under 
British or United Nations command, has been issued 
by the American Emergency Committee for Zionist 
Affairs. The manifesto is signed by the responsible 
heads of all the Zionist Organizations which are asso- 
ciated in the Committee. A Jewish military force 
based on Palestine, the call declares, is essential to 
strengthen the United Nations on one of the world’s 
most vital fronts, and to vindicate the right of the 
Jewish People to national status in their national 
home. 


The call follows up the announcement by Senator 
Robert F. Wagner of New York, Chairman of the 
American Palestine Committee, of the receipt by him 
of several hundred messages from distinguished 
American leaders urging the immediate implementa- 
tion of the proposal for a Jewish fighting force, in 
view of the adverse turn which the Libyan campaign 
has taken and the reverses which the arms of the 
United Nations have suffered in the South Pacific. 
Organized Zionists and the constituted Zionist auth- 
orities are summoned by the proclamation to impress 
political and civic leaders throughout the country 
with the urgency of the proposal. 


The text of the “Call to American Zionists” says in 
part: 


“The denial to Palestine Jewry of the right to take 
up arms in their own name, under their own flag, and 
under British command, represents a distressing re- 
fusal to make full use of all the manpower and re- 
sources available for the United Nations on one of the 
war’s most vital fronts. Moreover, both directly and 
by implication, the right of the Jewish people to 
national status in the Jewish National Homeland is 
being challenged. 

“That challenge we dare not ignore. 

“We must speak out. 

“We therefore call on every Zionist, on every 
friend of Palestine, on every lover of democracy to 
help in the determined fight to secure recognition of 
the right of the Jews of Palestine to organize a mili- 
tary force under British or such joint command as 
may be set up by the United Nations. The responsi- 
bility for leading and directing this major Zionist task 
must rest primarily upon organized Zionists and the 
constituted Zionist authorities. It cannot be left to 
individuals or groups who are not prepared to accept 
either the authority or the policies of the Zionist 
movement.” 

We wish to call the attention of our readers to the 
last sentence. There is no room for separate and un- 
authorized oragnizations for a Jewish Army in Pales- 
tine. Least of all is there any justification at the pre- 
sent time for raising funds in behalf of a Jewish 
Army. 


A PSALM OF ABRAHAM ON MADNESS 


by Abraham M. Klein 


Lord, for the days allotted me, 
Preserve me whole, preserve me hale! 
Spare me the scourge of surgery. 

Let not my blood nor members fail. 
But if Thy will is otherwise, 

And I am chosen such an one 

For maiming and for maladies— 

So be it; and Thy will be done. 

Palsy the keepers of the house; 

And of the strongmen take Thy toll. 
Break down the twigs; break down the boughs. 
But touch not, Lord, the golden bow1: 
O, I have seen these touched ones— 
Their fallow looks, their barren eyes, 


For whom have perished all the suns 
And vanished all fertilities; 

Who, docile, sit within their cells 

Like weeds, within a stagnant pool. 

I have seen also their fierce hells 

Their flight from echo, their flight with ghoul. 
Behold him scrabbling on the door! 
His spittle falls upon his beard. 

He knows his wife and child no more. 
He is unclean, and fearsome, weird! 
Not these can serve Thee. Lord, if such 
The stumbling that awaits my path— 
Grant me thy grace, thy mortal touch, 
The full death-quiver of Thy wrath! 
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BETHLEHEM AND BERCHTESGADEN 


The following is reprinted from Time And Tide 
of January 10, 1942 


CHRISTMAS IN PALESTINE 


In 1940 the beginning of the Jewish Feast of 
Lights (Chanukah), coincided with Christmas Day, 
a rare occurrence. The Editor of the Palestine Post, 
although himself a Jew, asked Dr. Norman Maclean, 





then living in Jerusalem, to write the leading article 
for the day. On the left is a reproduction of the arti- 
cle after the Censor had done with it. Query: did he 
know that an ex-Moderator of the Church of Scot- 
land, and Chaplain to The King, was its author? 

The text, as deciphered from under the pencil of 
our self-constituted expert in theology, is printed 
below (including printers’ errors). 

What are the functions and legitimate powers of 
the Palestine Censor? Are they, as one might reason- 
ably expect, confined to suppressing information of 
value to the enemy, and anything which might disturb 
internal peace in the country? But this appears to be 
a British version of the Index Expurgatorius, which 
results even in a new version of the Gloria. Dr. Mac- 
lean obviously translated from the Latin “Gloria in 
excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae volun- 
tatis”; there are two English versions—the authorized 
and the revised; and now there is a third, supplied by 
the Palestine Administration. Why should the ex- 
clusion of men who are not of good will be so offen- 
sive to them? That it is so, is evidenced by the dele- 
tion of the next sentence—'“The Angels did not pro- 
claim peace to gangsters, robbers and mass murder- 
ers”—and the paragraph which follows, including 
the sentence “Bethlehem will conquer Berchtes- 
gaden.” 

If any underlying idea can be traced in the Censor’s 
excisions, it seems to be to suppress the connexion 
between Christianity and Judaism. This connexion is 
asserted by all the Christian Churches, while the 
Nazis deny it by suppression and perversion of evi- 
dence. Is Bethlehem not to conquer Berchtesgaden? 


Sursum Corda 
(The words in italics are those deleted by the Censor ) 


The injunction of the psalmist “Sursum Corda” 
(Litf up your hearts) is the message the world needs 
at this season, and the voices of the harassed and suf- 
fering nations may well respond: “We lift them unto 
the Lord.” This year the festival of Christmas and 
that of Chanukah fall on the same day—and the joy 
of the one will flow into the other. This is a world 
of wonder and mystery, in which the threads of life 
are so closely interwoven that were it not for the 
Jewish festival there would never have been a Chris- 
tian festival, for the one is the child of the other. 
It would be in very truth a grey and dark world were 
there no joyous festival. It was the saying of a wise 
Frenchman that if God did not exist we should have 
had to invent Him, and certainly if Christmas had 
not come into existence, we should have had to invent 
it. For there is an overflow of kindness and of hap- 
piness in the world at the Christmas festival without 
which we would have been poor and desolate indeed. 
For one day the hearts of men all over the world go 
forth on a pilgrimage to Bethlehem, and tender feel- 
ings spring even in hardened lives. It is only one day 
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in the year, but on that one day Christians are really 
Christians and the perfume of it is wafted all down 
the calendar. On that one day, just because there was 
no room in the inn nineteen centuries ago, men and 
women all over the world make room for the Child. 
It is that little footnote in which it is explained why 
the mother was shut out that gives the story wings. 
“Where there is heart room there is house room.” It 
was not really the want of room, it was because the 
wayworn dusty travellers were poor. They were of 
the disinherited. If they could have shown a well 
furnished purse there would have been enough. It is 
the prophecy of all the coming centuries. Today 
humanity makes room for every foul instrumnet of 
mass murder and greed but for the plea that men 
must love one another for that there is no room. The 
web of history is all woven of the pattern. 

And yet the story of Bethlehem kindles the flame 
of hope once more in a grey world. As literature it is 
most beautiful. The song the Angels sing is the song 
the world needs: “Glory and God in the highest and 
on Earth Peace to men of good will” (such is the 
translation). 

The Angels did not proclaim peace to gangsters, 
robbers and mass murderers. If the heresy of the 
pacifists were true, the gangsters and murderers would 
be the only safe people in the world. The world of 
the pacifist without justice or judgment would be an 
ethical chaos. And the angels are never the heralds 
of chaos. 

But the heart leaps at the word peace. Only it must 
not be an immoral peace. When the project for Per- 
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petual Peace was submitted to Cardinal Fleury the 
Cardinal observed laconically: “It is admirable save 
for one omission: I find in it no provision for sending 
missionaries to convert the heart of princes’. It és 
totalitarians, who today must be changed from the 
instruments of torture and tyranny into men of good- 
will ere peace can come. The joyful message of Juda- 
ism and Christianity alike is that God can do so. All 
the peoples have heard the voice of the Eternal say- 
ing, “I am coming: we will work it out together”. 
And it will be ever so. Bethlehem will conquer Berch- 
tesgaden. In that great hope Christians and Jews can 
rejoice together. The Jews no less than the Chris- 
tians. For it is the Jews who have given the world a 
universal religion. They gave the world the priceless 
gift of monotheism, that through Bethlehem has gone 
until the ends of the earth. It is no exaggeration to 
say that there is nobody in the world today for whom 
life is not different because of Jerusalem and Bethle- 
hem. Jew and Christian alike can marvel today at 
the unfolding mystery lit up by a great radiance. The 
Shepherds came to Bethlehem and wondered. And 
that is the best the human intellect can yet achieve. 
Wise men, all ways of knowledge past 
To the Shepherds’ wonder come at last. 


When the world, in penitence and humility, will 
turn again to Jerusalem and Bethlehem, making room 
for the Invisible King, then that world which is now 
a slaughterhouse will be transformed into a Frater- 
nity. The tyrant and the persecutor will then be no 
more. Sursum Corda. 


OF ANTISEMITISM 


by William Zukerman 


5 igus HISTORIC June 22nd when Germany at- 
tacked Russia will probably go down as the most 
tragic landmark in the life of Jewry, unparalleled in 
the whole of its long and tragic history. 

At the outbreak of the Nazi-Soviet war, Russia had 
a population of over five million Jews, the majority 
of whom lived in White Russia, the Baltic States, 
Wohlynia, Eastern Gallicia and Ukraine, all terri- 
tories in the first line of attack of the German armies. 
The inevitable result of this was that the first few 
months of war in Russia had brought with them a 
greater destruction of Jewish homes and lives than 
the unparalleled destruction in all the previous 
eighteen months of war in the whole of Europe taken 
together. 
‘ But the war on Russia marked also the beginning 
of a new kind of war by the Nazis on the Jews not 
only in Soviet Russia, but also in Germany and in the 
rest of Nazi-occupied Europe. The old war which the 
Nazis had been conducting on the Jews for over 


fifteen years, entered a new phase; anti-Semitism, in 
every country under Nazi domination was put on a 
new war-footing to match, and even rival, the 
destruction on the Eastern front. 


The first act of this new war was to let loose a 
propaganda drive against the “Jewish Communists” 
and “Communist Jews” which for fierceness and 
hatred surpass anything which the Nazis have ever 
attempted before. The affinity between Jews and 
Communists has always been a fundamental tenet of 
the Nazis. The Nazi-Soviet pact of 1939 temporarily 
suspended its accentuation. The war on Russia re- 
leased this pent-up Nazi fury against “Jewish Com- 
munism.” In the early weeks of the Russian war, the 
Nazi propaganda machine made a deliberate and 
well-organized attempt to revive in the Ukraine the 
terrible slaughters of the Jews in the seventeenth 
century and in the civil war of 1920-21. The 
Ukranian people were called upon through numerous 
Nazi radio stations and leaflets scattered from Ger- 
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man aeroplanes to repeat “those acts of patriotism” 
and to “kill the Jews and save Russia” (a revival of 
the slogan of the old Czaristic pogromists). Every 
possible device of propaganda was used to create an 
indelible impression on the minds of the people of 
Europe, that there was no distinction between the 
Jews and the Communists, and to bring about a 
slaughter of both. 
* * * 

Hitler’s failure in this effort is already a matter of 
record. The peoples of Europe have not risen against 
Communists nor against the Jews. The Nazis have 
thus had no other choice than to do the job them-. 
selves. And so, from the beginning of the war in 
Russia to the present day, the German, Rumanian 
and Hungarian armies have on the blanket accusation 
of Communism been conducting mass executions of 
the Jews, which are nothing but huge pogroms under 
the cover of military necessity. When the Germans 
first occupied Lithuania they summarily executed as 
“Communists” 1,750 Lithuanian Jews in one week: 
800 in Kowno, the rest in Wilno, Shavali, Marimpol, 
and in other Lithuanian cities. In Odessa, 25,000 
Jews were executed by the Rumanian and German 
troops after the occupation of the city. In Kiev, the 
number of executed Jews is given as ranging from 
30,000 to 52,000, including 4,000 children. These 
facts and figures are taken from the European neutral 
press, chiefly from the Swedish newspapers.. The 
latter seem to be the only newspapers in the world, 
not excluding the American, which still consider 
Nazi atrocities against the Jews of sufficient interest 
to report. 


A vivid picture of these executions which have 
now become a daily occurrence on the entire Eastern 
front, from the Baltic to the Black Sea, is provided by 
an incident in Jassi, Rumania. 


On July 28th of this year, Rumanian and German 
police rounded up indiscriminately in the streets of 
Jassi 500 Jews, mostly old men and boys in their 
teens. All were brought before a court-martial con- 
sisting of German and Rumanian officers; the 
“Court” did not even take the trouble to read the 
individual names of the arrested. A collective accusa- 
tion of Communism was made against the entire five 
hundred Jews; therefore they were enemies of the 
state and of the New Order. On the same day they 
were all taken out to a field on the outskirts of the 
city, and there, within sight of their relatives, all were 
machine-gunned and buried in a common grave. This 
crime was witnessed by thousands and was reported 
with all its gruesome details not only in the neutral 
but also in the Rumanian press. Public opinion was 
incensed even in Nazi-controlled Europe. The 
Rumanian Premier, Jon Antonescu, was obliged to 
issue an official explanation in which the act was 
justified on the ground that the “Jews were all Com- 
munists and enemies of the Rumanian State” and 
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that they “had murdered Rumanian soldiers and 
degraded Rumanian officers.” 

Since then similar and worse executions have 
taken place in Bessarabia and Bukowina and have 
now become a common occurrence of the war. With 
the rise of the anti-Nazi movement throughout 
Europe, this practice has been extended from the 
Eastern War Front to Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary, 
Yugo-Slavia, Bulgaria, Greece and France. The 
terms “Jews” and “Communists” have been declared 
to be synonymous not only for the purpose of propa- 
ganda, but also in justification of one of the most 
savage punitive military expeditions against a help- 
less civilian population ever undertaken in history. A 
recent figure in the American press gave the number 
of Jews executed since the beginning of the Russian 
war to November as 130,000. The highest Nazi 
leaders and the Nazi press, do not even attempt to 
conceal the fact that they consider all the eight mil- 
lion Jews in Europe in their power as hostages of war 
to be exterminated. 

oe * * 

But military executions alone cannot exterminate 
eight million people. Other methods less spectacular 
than the firing squad, but no less effective, have been 
used to bring about the desired result. These include: 

(1) The wholesale expulsions of Jews from cities 
and countries; (2) their strict segregation within 
Cities, districts and countries; (3) starving out the 
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Jews by reducing their rations of food and of other 
life necessities. 

These methods, unlike executions, forced labor, 
collective fines and other punitive measures which 
the Nazis are using in this war against all subjugated 
people, are applied exclusively to Jews. 

The expulsion of the Jews is not of the same type 
as the transfers of other populations which seem to be 
Hitler’s pet solution of many complicated social 
problems. The exiled Jews are not being transplanted 
from one soil and given an opportunity to strike roots 
in another; they are not even being merely trans- 
ferred with their belongings from one place to an- 
other. They are being uprooted from their native soil 
and are at the same time deliberately deprived of all 
means, including physical space, to start life again. 
In Poland hundreds of thousands of Jews have been 
driven from places which have been their homes for 
centuries, and packed into ghettos which lack room 
even for the Jews already there. The expelled Jews 
are not allowed to take any of their belongings except 
what they can carry in their hands. They are given a 
few days, sometimes only a few hours, to leave their 
homes and everything in them; their houses, their 
property, everything they worked for all their lives, 
are confiscated by the Nazis or given to Germans 
who come from bombed areas in the Third Reich to 
take their places. 

Upon the outbreak of the war, 130,000 Jews of 
Galician origin who had lived in Hungary since the 
last world war, together with their families and chil- 
dren born there, were driven out of their homes and 
sent back to Galicia to be handed over to the Nazis. 
The latter either put them in concentration camps, 
labor camps, or simply machine-gunned them. (The 
New York Times, October 26) In Rumania three 
hundred and fifty thousand Jews from Bessarabia and 
Bukovina are being expelled in the same manner 
from their homes and sent into newly occupied terri- 
tories of Soviet Ukraine. During the last few weeks 
these expulsions have been extended to the Jews in 
Germany and in Czecho-Slovakia. Thousands of these 
people are being taken from their homes in the 
Rhineland, Berlin, Bohemia and Moravia and sent 
into the ghettos of Poland or into the completely 
destroyed Soviet territories. Many more thousands of 
Jews have died from the despair, hardships, and 
suicides caused by these expulsions then from all the 
summary executions of the firing squad. 

* * * 


Segregation is more widely known than any other 
recent Nazi anti-Jewish measure, because of its more 
dramatic and spectacular form. Even more than the 
expulsions, it is a source of physical extermination. 
The ghettos of Warsaw, Lodz, Cracow and other 
cities of Poland, are nothing but traps for the physical 
annihilation of the Jews. The so-called Nazis ghettos 
have nothing in common with the medieval ghettos 
where the Jews had a corner of their own in the midst 
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of a hostile world, and there found some kind of 
physical and mental peace. The Nazi ghettos are 
nothing but racial concentration camps without the 
most obvious benefit of a camp, that of maintenance. 
In the Warsaw ghetto more than 600,000 Jews have 
been crowded into an area where 150,000 people 
lived close-packed before the war. ‘Families of six and 
ten people are crowded into one room; there is no air, 
no sanitation, no privacy, no freedom of movement, 
no possibility of work, of earning a living. The direct 
result of such conditions is a death rate more appal- 
ling than in any concentration camp. The Gazeta 
Zydowska, the official newspaper of the Warsaw 
Ghetto and the Litzmannische Zeitung, the Nazi 
mouthpiece, published in Lodz give the number of 
Jews dying in the Warsaw Ghetto daily as 300; this 
is between 20 and 30 times the normal death rate. 

Similar conditions exist in the ghettos of Lodz, 
Cracow, Kielce and other Polish cities. With a death 
rate such as this, the nearly two million Jews now 
kept in the ghettos can be exterminated more easily 
and effectively than by any firing squad, attracting 
much less attention. This is why the creation of the 
ghettos, since the Russian war, has become a per- 
manent feature of Nazi policy all over Europe, and 
ghettos are now being established also all over Nazi- 
occupied Soviet territory. It is the easiest way to dis- 
pose of the Jews on a large scale, and to fulfill Hitler’s 
“prophecy” that this war will in the first place exter- 
minate the Jews. 

An even more effective means for annihilating the 
Jews, is the deliberate starvation of the Jews by the 
reduction of their food rations. Ever since the out- 
break of the second world war, the Jews have been 
gradually deprived of the most important and nour- 
ishing articles of food, such as meat, fish, butter, fats 
of all kinds, eggs, vegetables and fruit. Since the war 
with Russia, however, the rations of even the few 
articles of food still permitted the Jews have been 
reduced so drastically as to leave no doubt that the 
Nazis use their control of food for starving to death 
millions of Jews in Europe. Thus the bread ration of 
the Jews in Poland, has been reduced to 60 grams a 
day (four ounces); the ration of the Germans in the 
same country is 240 grams (about a half pound) a 
day. 

Unlike the German, the Jew is not allowed to sup- 
plement his four ounces of bread with almost any 
other article of diet, protein, vegetable or fruit; if a 
non-Jew in Poland is caught giving a Jewish child a 
glass of milk or an apple, he is actually liable to a 
death sentence (by official decree issued by the Nazi 
Governor-General of Poland, October 28th); Jews 
are also forbidden to buy any article of clothing, 
shoes, underwear, or bedding; Jews are not allowed 
any rations of coal, wood, or any other fuel to keep 
warm in winter; they are not allowed in any public 
park, boulevard, or main streets of cities; they may 
not enter any public building, post office, railway 
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station, library, theatre, cinema, restaurant, or cafe; 
they must always wear a yellow patch on their 
clothes. When the new starvation ration is seen 
against this background of almost inhuman persecu- 
tion and humiliation, it becomes obvious that the 
Nazis have set themselves an aim never before 
known in the history of the human race:—the literal 
extermination of nearly eight million human beings 
by deliberate starvation, epidemics and pestilence. 
This is quite apart from executions, exile, segrega- 
tion, slave labor and other means of a ruthless 
military punitive expedition. 
* ¥* * 

The Nazis have been conducting a war on the Jews 
ever since they have come into power, and the world 
has become so familiar with these atrocities that 
nothing strikes it as shocking or new. But the war on 
Russia has introduced something new into the Nazi 
drive against the Jews, something which the world, 
for its own good, would do well not to ignore. This 
new thing is THE INTRODUCTION OF MILITARISM 
INTO NAZI ANTI-SEMITISM, the exploitation of the 
Nazi anti-Jewish policy for the attainment of war 
aims as distinct from civilian objectives. Since June 
22nd of this year, (not since September 3rd, 1939), 
the Nazis have militarized their anti-Semitism, and 
have placed the anti-Jewish drive on a totalitarian 
war-basis. The combination of anti-Semitism and of 
militarism has, in the Nazis, resulted in something so 
inhumanly savage and mad that, FOR ITS OWN 
SAFETY, THE WORLD DARE NOT OVERLOOK IT. 
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The more than two years of the second world war 
have taught Europe that under the Nazis the fate of 
the Jews and of the non-Jews cannot be separated. 
The difference in the treatment of subjugated 
“Aryans” and “non-Aryans” by the Nazis is primarily 
not one of degree, but of time, and of a short time at 
that. What happens to the Jews today is sure to 
happen to the Poles, to the Russians, to the Czechs, to 
the Lithuanians, the French the Belgians and all other 
subjugated peoples a few months later. The Jews are 
merely a short distance in advance of the rest of 
humanity in the line of the Nazi attack. The shooting 
of the 500 Jewish hostages in Jassi was the forecast of 
the shooting of the hostages in Paris. If the world, or 
whatever is left of it, had not looked upon the intro- 
duction of the hostages system among the Jews, as a 
mere anti-Semitic act, which was therefore to be 
taken as a matter of course; if it had risen in a mighty 
protest against these crimes in July, it might have 
been saved the horrors of the executions of French- 
men, Czechs and Serbs in October. IF CIVILIZED 
HUMANITY WILL ALLOW THE NAZIS TO SHOOT 
AND OTHERWISE EXTERMINATE AT WILL EIGHT 
MILLION JEWS, ONLY BECAUSE ANTI-SEMITISM IS 
A FAMILIAR EVIL, OTHER NATIONS BIG AND SMALL, 
WILL SOON BE IN THE SAME POSITION. 


The newest Nazi creation, military anti-Semitism, 
if not stopped or curbed by whatever is left of the 
civilized world, will destroy the whole of Europe, and 
perhaps humanity. 


THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY 


by Edward A. Norman 


Edward A. Norman is Chairman of Hechalutz of Amer- 
ica, President of the American Economic Committee for 
Palestine, and President of the Rural Settlement Institute, © 
which is a research and information bureau concerning 
the possibilities of establishing cooperative colonies in 
America. The editors hope that the ideas put forth by 
Mr. Norman will be duly considered and elaborated in 
interested circles. 


: pes CENTRAL problem of the times in which 
we are living is security. This is as true, if not 
more so, in the economic sense as in the political or 
the military. In fact, it might be said that if men 
generally felt sure of their ability to earn the basic 
material necessities, such as food and the maintenance 
of a decent home life, they would have little to fear 
by way of possible loss of their civil rights or national 
liberties. Contented people do not give heed to dema- 
gogues, and they do not engage in aggressive wars. 
It would not serve any worthwhile purpose to enter 
here into a thorough analysis of the historical proces- 
ses through which the world went in a few years 
from a period when it seemed that the foundations 
of society were thoroughly sound to a time when 


nothing appears to be safe. It is sufficient to say that 
only recently men were able to believe that the only 
limitations there could be to their own success in 
earning a satisfactory living were either misfortune, 
or incapacity, or slothfulness. In case their troubles 
were due to one or the other of the first two, the 
generosity of the many who were successful could be 
relied upon to help out, and if they were due to the 
third cause, it was considered just that they should 
suffer accordingly. Now, it is only too obvious, the 
world is full of able, earnest, and diligent people who 
cannot earn enough to give them any feeling that 
they are spending their lives either enjoyably or con- 
structively. They are as if superfluous, chained in an 
invisible prison of not being needed. 

Economists and statesmen have wrestled with this 
problem, because it is clear that no society can stand 
very long if a large and growing proportion of the 
people is dissatisfied and frustrated, and tending tow- 
ard desperation. As yet, however, they have found 
nothing that did not involve the submission of the 
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people to unchecked political authority, which in the 
end is bound to become subverted into dictatorship, 
except palliatives—temporary stop-gaps. In Great 
Britain these were referred to as the dole. In Amreica 
they were called variously relief, public works, agri- 
cultural adjustment, and similar euphemisms. 

There are people who argue that not much atten- 
tion should be paid to the preservation of democracy 
and the personal liberties that are essential con-comit- 
tants of it. They say that these things are highly 
insubstantial, and that unless men first have sufficient 
of the essential physical needs, they cannot afford to 
be interested in such spiritual considerations. There 
are others who feel with at last equal strength that, 
on the contrary, unless they can be sure of the kind 
of human relationships that they regard as the only 
civilized ones, they cannot be sufficiently interested in 
life to care about the material things. 

This is a highly controversial plane of discussion, 
but there is also another that is equally so. There 
are those who say that high productivity, sufficient to 
provide adequately for all, only can be obtained by 
what they call a “planned,” but by which they mean 
a politically controlled, economy. Their opponents 
maintain that that can lead only to a stultification of 
initiative, to corruption, and on the whole to a low 
degree of efficiency. 

However, in spite of these various areas of dispute, 
there are no sincere people who would not welcome 
the development of a condition in the world wherein 
the mass of men could be secure both in their personal 
freedom and in an economic sense. That is the ideal 
state that all decent people long for, although, by 
now, few of them believe that there is any ground 
whatsoever on which to base a hope, however faint, 
that it might be attainable in any degree at any date, 
however remote. 

It is not surprising that there should be so much 
despondency in the world today. The thinking of 
most people is guided and influenced to to a large 
extent by professional writers and lecturers—the 
class sometimes known as “intellectuals.” This class, 
the members of which in the process of becoming 
intellectuals seldom have the time or the opportunity 
to learn much about the actualities of the life that 
they study and speak about in the abstract, appears 
to be divided into two general groups. First, there 
are the conservatives, who appear unable to think 
in terms other than those of the commercial economy, 
even though that way of life no longer is able to sup- 
port a very large proportion of the people. Second, 
there are those who are known as progressives, liber- 
als. or radicals. Most of them seem unable to con- 
ceive of anything vital. In the last analysis they 
have had little to suggest beyond government step- 
ping in to fill the gap left by the decline of the com- 
mercial economy. 

It remained for simple people, using intelligent 
common sense rather than fine-spun theories, to find 
a way to economic security, with a promise even of 
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eventual plenty, that is largely free of dependence 
on the commercial markets, and that at the same time 
requires no control or “planning” by any govern- 
mental authority. These people were Jewish pioneers 
in Palestine, who saw that under the prevailing condi- 
tions they would not be able to sell either their labor 
or their products for enough money to buy them- 
selves a living with which they could be satisfied. 
They did see, however, what could not be visible to 
statisticians or theoreticians. They saw that they could 
produce much of what they needed themselves, from 
the land and by their own industry. Further, they 
realized that if they went about it jointly in groups, 
instead of singly, they would be able to increase their 
rate of productivity enormously. At the same time, 
they were aware, if they should settle in compact 
groups on a collective basis, they would be establish- 
ing a new pattern of life, that would free them from 
many of the wants that otherwise they would have to 
fill. 

At present, thirty-five years after the first “Kvut- 
zah”, or cooperative community,—Dagania—was es- 
tablished in Palestine, there no longer can be any 
doubt about the basic importance of what has been 
accomplished. The cooperative community, as it can 
be seen in over one hundred and twenty settlements 
in Palestine, is a form that was not unknown in the 
world previously. However, practically all of the 
colonies of this kind that had been seen in the world 
before had been founded by people who were moti- 
vated solely by spiritual, as against practical, consider- 
ations. As a matter of fact, from a practical stand- 
point, there was little reason for forming them. In 
the first part of the nineteenth century in America, in 
which time and place most of them existed, general 
economic conditions were such that an industrious 
individual was not likely to meet with any insuperable 
obstacles in attaining a decent way of living. The 
cooperative communities, it may be said, were in ad- 
vance of their time. Accordingly, inspite of a general 
record of economic success, as the succeeding genera- 
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tions came along, without the enthusiasm of the 
original pioneers, and with ready markets for good, 
developed farm land, the communities disintegrated. 


In Palestine, however, the cooperative communities 
have been founded by practical people for practical 
reasons bound up wtih the prevailing economic con- 
ditions. It must be pointed out that much social 
idealism is identified with the formation of these 
colonies, but at bottom the driving force is sound 
common sense. Under modern conditions, with 
enough money so hard to earn, people need a way to 
live well that does not require them to earn much 
money. There is no doubt that a well-knit cooperative 
group can, after it is well established, furnish its 
members with a living such as they could not, in 
most cases, hope to earn by individual effort. The 
reasons are, obviously, the coordination, specializa- 
tion, and large-scale operation (which is so important 
in this mechanical age), that cooperative life makes 
possible. 


Various people, notable former U. S. Secretary of 
Agriculture and now Vice-President Henry Wallace 
and the former British High Commissioner for Pales- 
tine, General Sir Arthur Wauchope, have pointed to 
the collective settlements of the Jews in Palestine as 
possible models for the rest of the world, with par- 
ticular reference to the post-war period, when the 
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demobilization and cessation of war production may 
make for very hard times for huge masses of people. 

On the other hand, there are those who have said 
that the cooperative way of life, when carried to the 
degree that it is in cooperative colonies, can be a 
success only when applied by Jews in Palestine. There 
is no tangible evidence with which to refute this 
contention. However, there are signs that people 
generally are beginning to think through their values, 
and to realize that the important things can be at- 
tained and held securely, provided one is willing 
to forget about many of the gaudy frills that have 
come to seem so fundamental to so many people. 

There appears to be a general groping, still timid 
it is true, for solid foundations. It definitely is too 
early to tell for sure, but it may be that before long 
many people outside of Palestine will be thinking 
very hard about what cooperative community life, 
as pioneered and demonstrated to be practicable by 
Jews in Palestine, may have to offer to them. It may 
happen that the Jews, who ages ago formulated and 
promulgated the code of personal morals upon which 
all Western civilization has been based, may find that 
now, in the few years in which some of them again 
have been living in their ancient home, they have 
evolved a social and economic form that will prove 
to be the salvation of the essentials of that civilization 
and its free way of life. 


CO-OPERATIVES STAND THE TEST 


by Abraham Revusky 


_— ABILITY of Palestine’s highly developed co- 
Operative economy to survive the severe disloca- 
tion of the present war is the acid test of its future. 
Should Palestine’s cooperatives maintain their posi- 
tions through the war and even enlarge them, their 
place in the further upbuilding of the Jewish Nation- 
al Home is assured. 


While the war is still far from its end we are 
already justified in making certain conclusions from 
Palestine’s experiences during its first thirty months. 
On the basis of these experiences we may state with 
full confidence that unless the further course of this 
war has in store a Nazi invasion of Palestine, which, 
even temporarily, may become a major catastrophe 
for the Jewish National Home, the country will 
emerge from the present world cataclysm with a 
much strengthened and more diversified economic 
structure. There is also no doubt that the cooperative 
sector of Palestine’s economy will at the end of this 
war be comparatively stronger than at its beginning. 


What are the facts behind these assertions? To 
prove our statements conclusively let us first give a 
short review of Palestine’s economic development 
since the beginning of the war. 


Immediately after the outbreak of the war, Pal- 
estine’s economy underwent a serious crisis. Its most 
important exports of citrus fruits were cut off because 
of the warfare on the Mediterranean. Building activ- 
ities, which are of exceptional importance for a 
country in the process of its initial growth, abruptly 
stopped. An additional blow was the closing of the 
usual sources of raw materials required by Palestine’s 
industry. 

It is a convincing proof of the basic soundness of 
Palestine’s economy that most of these reverses were 
rapidly overcome. The peak of unemployment caused 
by the outbreak of the war passed in the winter of 
1939, and by the spring of 1940 a marked improve- 
ment in the general situation took place. Mixed 
farming, stimulated by the growing demand for local 
food, expanded its cultivated area, and increased its 
crops. The industry, after the first shock of the war, 
found in the gradually increasing army demands a 
substitute for its normal markets abroad. The end 
of the year 1940 marked the start of an industrial 
boom, and at present Palestine experiences an acute 
shortage of working hands. 








The only exception to this encouraging picture is 
the citrus belt of the country, which became its dis- 
tressed area requiring a certain amount of public 
assistance. One cannot easily switch from a branch 
of agricultural requiring so much time and capital for 
its creation. I must, however, in this connection 
strongly differ from these voluble “economists” in 
Palestine as well as in the Zionist ranks abroad,— 
who after the high hopes once placed by them on 
Palestine’s citrus industry, now lament its “over- 
expansion,” and even demand the up-rooting of a 
certain area of citrus groves to make place for vege- 
table crops. Most of Palestine’s citrus groves are 
planted on sandy soil, which would not be well suited 
for most other cultures. Besides, there is no adequate 
substitute for the citrus crop from the point of view 
of Palestine’s balance of trade. After the war vitamin 
starved Europe will certainly crave for as many 
oranges and lemons as it will be able to buy. I am 
therefore convinced that every dunam of citrus groves 
which will be uprooted during the present holocaust 
will be deply regretted by its present owners, and 
the country as a whole, after the war will be over. 

However deplorable, the difficulties of the citrus 
industry did not prevent the general upswing of Pal- 
estine’s economy during the present war. The agricul- 
tural and industrial production are both increasing at 
a rapid pace. But for the appeasement policy of the 
British Administration which still keeps the gate of 
the country closed for the many thousands of refu- 
gees, who would considerably hasten its economic 
development, Palestine would become by now the 
most important industrial basis for the Allied war 
efforts in the Near East. 

But even as it is the economic progress of Palestine 
is quite imposing. And it is not restricted to war pro- 
duction alone. There is no doubt that most of the 
industries now being erected or expanded to serve 
the armies of the East, will find their place in Pal- 
estine’s post-war economy. For instance, the fabu- 
lously developed extraction of minerals from the 
Dead Sea which yields now ten times as much 
potash, bromine and magnesium as before 1939, will 
greatly benefit Palestine’s chemical and fertilizer in- 
dustry after the war. The drug and vitamin industry, 
greatly expanded during the last two years, is in 
harmony with the general tendency of making Pales- 
tine the medical center of the East. The mechanical 
knowledge, acquired by thousands of Jewish young 
_ men at their work on military air-fields and tank re- 
pairing shops, will be of great value in peaceful times. 
Even the transfer of a number of diamond grinding 
shops from Antwerp and Amsterdam where they 
were since generations recognized as a “Jewish in- 
dustry” opens bright prospects for the future. 

These are the facts on the development of Pales- 
tine’s economy during the present war. Now, what 
about its cooperative sector? 

According to all available information, the pro- 
ducing cooperatives of Palestine did not only main- 
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tain their previous position in the economy of the 
“Yishuv,” but they are now expanding at a quicker 
pace than the private undertakings. The cooperative 
farm settlements were very little affected by the citrus 
situation because they never indulged in citrus plant- 
ing on a large scale. While private initiative was 
strongly attracted by citrus plantations which seemed 
to promise a larger return on the invested capital, 
collective farms and working settlements are usually 
situated in districts mainly suited for cereals, vege- 
tables, dairy and poultry. The concentration on 
“mixed farming” instead of on the one-crop citrus 
culture proved a sounder policy even before the pres- 
ent war. After its outbreak, this policy made possible 
a further growth of cooperative farming at the time 
when most of Palestine’s individual farming is still 
strongly affected by the citrus crisis. 


While the advantage accrued to Palestine’s collec- 
tive agriculture because of its concentration on mixed 
farming may be considered an accidental benefit that 
should not be directly attributed to its cooperative 
structure, the fundamental qualities of the collective 
farming did also become more convincing under the 
stress of war economy. The ability of the Kvutza and, 
still more of the Kibbutz* to find reserve labor for 
seasonal peaks was never as important as in times of 
war when the crops had to be increased by all means 
to insure an adequate supply of local food. Their 
capacity of finding some reserve work for their mem- 
bers in times of slack was never as valuable as during 
the wide-spread unemployment prevailing in Pales- 
tine in the first months of the war. 


In addition to these normal advantages of collec- 
tive economy the war with its general lowering of 
living standards brought to the fore their great ad- 
vantage in the field of consumption. According to 
recently published statistics the feeding of a member 
in a “Kibbutz” costs 30% less than the food costs of 
an adult in a private worker’s family, and still the 
food there is richer in calories than in the private 
household. In the first year of the war 1939-40, the 
average Kibbutz spent £14 (par-value of the Pales- 
tinian Pound is $4.90), a year for feeding a member. 
The wife of the individual worker is not able to 
achieve this under less than 19 Pounds a year in a 
village, and 20 Pounds in the city. With the consid- 
erable increase in the general level of prices which 
took place since the start of the war,—and a much 
lower increase of wages—the discrepancy between 
the feeding costs in the Kibbutz and in the private 
households became still more pronounced. 


*The main difference between a “Kvutza” and “Kibbutz” (in 
its less complicated local form) is that fact that while the former 
is limited to agriculture and occupies al] its member on its own 
farm, the latter also includes a number usually a majority of mem- 
bers employed as wage-earners on adjoining farms and factories. 
Its farm, while insufficient to occupy all of its member, serves as 
a stabilizing factor, providing most of the food consumed by the 
Kibbutz, and serving as an outlet for the energies of its outside 
working members in times of slack. The earnings of these outside 
working members, independently of their size are pooled into a 
common chest, serving all needs of the Kibbutz. 
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It is a general rule, that in countries enjoying a 
lower standard of living the food costs constitute a 
larger percentage of the total expenses of a working 
family. 

It is quite natural that in the present lean war-years 
the economy in living costs achieved by the Kibbutz 
amounts to much more than in the boom years of 
1934-1935. This is the actual explanation why so 
many of the non-visa refugees who came to Palestine 
in recent months without any ideological or trade 
preparation in the Diaspora—organized themselves 
into collective groups (“Haburoth”) for common life 
and work after their release from the immigration 
camps where they were interned after their landing. 
These penniless people who formerly belonged to 
comparatively prosperous middle classes and never 
showed any inclination toward Socialism or collec- 
tive life setled as “Haburoth” because, with their 
very limited earning prospects they simply could not 
afford the extra costs involved in their establishment 
as individuals. Beginning with tent camps, estab- 
lished with the help of the Jewish Agency, they were 
gradually able by strict economy to save some money 
for barracks. In time some of them may find an 
opportunity to abandon these collective communities 
and to return to their former habits of individual 
living. But many of them, originally driven to col- 
lectivism by hard necessity, are beginning to like 
their new way of life; they begin to make “aus der 
Noth eine Tugend” (a virtue out of the need). They 
begin to understand that collective life is not synony- 
mous with poverty, and by sticking to it they may 
achieve a certain degree of prospertiy. There is a great 
difference between the living standards of third class 
passengers on a shabby immigrant boat, and first 
class travelers on the “Queen Mary.” Still, as long 
as they are on the sea, they both conduct the same 
kind of collective life as in a Palestinian Kibbutz,— 
with the exception of work . .. 


It seems that higher productivity and lesser living 
costs in the Kibbutz are one of the outstanding rea- 
sons why Palestine’s cooperative institutions were 
able, during these war times, to take over a number 
of private undertakings who could not, due to various 
reasons, continue their profitable existence. 


Since the start of the war “Solel Boneh,” the con- 
tracting cooperative of the Histadruth took over sev- 
eral factories, including a glass factory near Haifa, 
and “Vulcan” the largest metal works of Palestine. 
Due to its building activities it has a ready market 
for their products. 


The “Kibbutz Artzi”, the all-embracing economic 
arm of the “Hashomer Hatzair”, who had a pioneer- 
ing part in many bold cooperative experiments, 
founded several factors in partnership with private 
capitalists during this war. The latter aparently con- 
sider this unusual association a safer way to limited 
profits, and prefer it in the conditions of Palestine to 
greater prospects involving more risk . . . 
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In addition to new industrial cooperatives estab- 
lished in the usual way—with the assistance of the 
Histadruth—these transactions greatly strengthened 
the role of cooperative economy in those of Pales- 
tine’s industries where it was formerly represented 
to a much small extent than in agriculture. 


* * * 


No exceptional vision is required to enivsage the 
bearing of these devolpments on Palestine’s future. 
The mass immigration expected after the end of 
this war will be driven by direst need. Even a demo- 
cratic victory will find a dying and prostrated Europe 
which will have to struggle for years before regain- 
ing the modest living standards of 1938. The Jews 
who will survive the starvation and epidemics in the 
ghettos, and their hard treatment in Hitler’s labor 
camps, will arrive in Palestine in an extreme state of 
want and poverty. True, the new surroundings of the 
National Home will immediately strengthen their 
never broken spirit, and their numbers will finally 
prove very valuable for its further upbuildings. They 
will be, however confronted with the same hard 
problems which the non-visa refugees of 1939-1940 
had to solve, and most of them will solve them in 
the same realistic way—by adopting the collective 
way of life. Their experiences during this horrible 
war will make them still more adaptable for such a 
change*. 

The cooperative “experiments” of Palestine are not 
a result of abstract ideas. While idealism may claim 
much credit for their success they were primarily 
dictated by hard national necessity. This necessity 
will be still stronger after the end of this war. 


*The prospects of mass immigration after the war raises im- 
portant problems of organization and financing. It is to be regretted 
that these problems are not getting the deserved attention in 
Zionist circles. We established research institutes to study our 
peace demands but seem to forget that mental preparation for our 
own tasks is just as important. 

This problem is, however, outside of the limited scope of this 
article. I may deal with it at another opportunity. 
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HE New York Times, in commenting editori- 

ally on the tragic death of Stefan Zweig, made a 
characteristic misstatement by referring to Zweig as 
an “exile for conscience’s sake.” One would think that 
Zweig had any choice in the matter of his exile. Yet 
it was just as characteristic of Zweig as it is of the 
Times to make that pretense when addressing a non- 
Jewish audience. This pretense, this self-delusion is 
the heritage of the Era of Assimilation in Western 
Europe. In the case of Stefan Zweig I learned its 
full meaning from a lengthy interview I had with 
him in Toronto in May 1939. 

It was also characteristic of the Times to have 
stressed the passage in Zweig’s letter of farewell in 
which he says that he cannot at his age summon the 
immense strength to reconstruct his life, and to have 
ignored the much more telling words in the letter: 
“I saw the country of my own language fall, and 
my spiritual land—Europe—destroy itself.” There 
is more in these words “the country of my own lan- 
guage” and “my spiritual land Europe” than appears 
on the surface. I think I understand their meaning 
because of that interview. 


One cannot help being shocked by the tragedy of 
Zweig’s death. Nor can one fail to be impressed by 
the characteristic kindliness and good-will of his fare- 
well letter. Yet there is something amazing in the 
fact that the author of Jeremiah and The Buried Can- 
delabrum, the man well-versed and interested in Jew- 
ish matters, should fail by a single word to mention 
the Jewish aspect of his personal tragedy. One cannot 
help feeling that the individual self-destruction of 
Zweig came as the culmination of the process of 
group self-destruction in which the Jews of Zweig’s 
kind have been engaged since the French Revolution, 
and of whose command he could not free himself at 
the very threshold of death. 


One more observation before I proceed to my story. 
I cannot help thinking of another famous Jewish 
suicide, Herbert Ballin, the founder of the German 
Lloyd and the German merchant marine. He went 
home and put a bullet through his head when the 
Kaiser retorted to his advice to make peace with the 
Allies, that he was only a Jew and could not appre- 
ciate the sentiment of a real German. Ballin’s master 
was the Kaiser and when the Kaiser spurned his love 
and his loyalty, he blew out his brains. Zweig’s 
“masters” were Europe and the German language. 
From there on there is a remarkable analogy. Neither 
the tough man of the world, Ballin, nor the soft and 
romantic dreamer Zweig, possessed enough Jewish 
fibre to stand up and say “Very well, then, I am a 
Jew.” 
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A MEETING WITH STEFAN ZWEIG 


by Moses Z. Frank 


I came into Zweig’s room at the Royal York Hotel 
in Toronto for a short press-conference and found 
there three or four representatives of the local daily 
papers. The conference lasted for about half an 
hour during which questions were asked and answered 
on such subjects as the filming of Marie Antoinette, 
Zweig’s lecture scheduled for that evening and a few 
political matters. “The Jewish question is a minor 
question”, Zweig said several times and stressed the 
other aspects of Hitler’s policy. He was sure there 
would be no war, because the leaders were bound to 
realize how terrible a war would be and would 
come to some agreement (it was a few months after 
Munich). Once or twice Zweig also uttered the 
observation that “nationality means language.” The 
maxim that “the Jewish question is a minor question” 
was repeated by Zweig to parry my own attempts to 
discuss the forbidden theme. I brought up the matter 
of Poland where there was anti-Semitism clearly 
bound up with economics before Hitler (according 
to Zweig, Hitler artificially created the Jewish ques- 
tion in order to have a screen for other schemes). 
Zweig evaded the question. Throughout the confer- 
ence he was conscious of my presence and addressed 
nearly all answers to me, but at the same time avoided 
discussing the questions I asked. 

The press conference was over and the boys had to 
get away to make the early edition. I had time on my 
hands and asked Zweig if I could stay for a few 
minutes to discuss the Jewish question. He readily 
consented. At the moment I attributed his willingness 
to his natural courtesy and kindliness. But there was 
more than that in it: he was as anxious as I was to 
talk, “uber das Thema.” 


No sooner did we remain alone than Zweig 
launched into a discussion of the Jewish question: 

“I cannot make it out,” he said, “I have been 
studying history, and I do not understand why we 
have survived. It must be Providence.” 


The few minutes I asked for grew into an hour, 
and then nearly another hour. It was only when 
Zweig was reminded for the third or fourth time by 
a telephone call that he had to see his manager, 
that we left the room. And all that time we talked 
neither of Marie Antoinette nor of the European situ- 
ation, but of Jews, Jews and some more Jews. 


Zweig was well versed in Jewish matters and he 
read everything worthwhile in Jewish literature that 
had been translated into the languages he knew. At 
one point when we discussed the relative merits of 
Sholom Ash and Salman Schneour, he agreed that 
Schneour had a more profound insight into human 
character, but he said he preferred Asch because of 
the religious element in his writings. I think this 
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remark was intensely characteristic of Zweig's atti- 
tude in general. 

Zweig was sympathetic towards Zionism and was 
interested in Palestine. But he remarked that “Pal- 
estine has now become a question of honor for the 
Jews”, and that were it not for that consideration, 
Jews ought to look for another territory. He thought 
it was a mistake to have adopted Hebrew as a national 
language. Yiddish would have been so much more 
convenient. “If I were to be asked to lecture at a 
Yiddish university, I could learn enough Yiddish in 
three months to be able to do it. But how could I 
ever learn enough Hebrew? And there are so many 
others like me . . .” He sounded to me as if he had 
read Zhitlovsky’s articles on Yiddishism and on Ter- 
ritorialism. Zweig’s emphasis on his subjective re- 
actions to Jewish problems came out in his remarks 
about Herzl, Uganda and Zionism. Herzl, as literary 
editor of the Neue Freie Presse, was the first editor 
to encouarge young Zweig in his literary career. This 
he remembered with gratitude, and this fact predis- 
posed him favorably towards everything connected 
with Herzl: Zionism, the Uganda project and Herzl’s 
differences with other Zionist leaders. 

There was nothing profound in any of Zweig’'s 
remarks on these matters. But they showed surpris- 
ing familiarity with, and interest in, purely internal 
Jewish matters. And yet this man, on his very death 
bed, taking leave of this world, could not bring him- 
self to mention publicly his Jewish origin with one 
single word! Perhaps this will be made more intelli- 
gible from other parts of the interview. 

In discussing the Jewish question with regard to 
the outside world, Zweig was more true to type. “We 
must be careful, we must not make ourselves too 
conspicuous, we must dress modestly, speak softly, 
we must not flaunt the Jewish question in public, but 
link it up with questions of freedom and democracy, 
we must avoid mentioning the possibility of a war, 
we must not lay ourselves open to the charge of war- 
mongering” etc. etc. 

As we were ready to leave his room, Zweig in- 
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quired about the paper I was working on and asked 
for a copy. I left that day’s issue of the Toronto Heb- 
rew Daily Journal in his room. He took a glance at 
the English page I was editing and at my column of 
that day. He noticed the last line of the column. He 
looked at it and muttered to himself several times: 
“I am a Jewess ... I am a Jewess.” He was visibly 
imprssed by these words. Indeed, they were great 
words. They had been uttered by the Marchioness of 
Reading three days earlier, also in an interview with 
the press. 
3K * ® 

I met the Marchioness of Reading during a press- 
conference at the Royal York Hotel. As we were 
waiting in the lobby to be admitted into the room, 
a girl who represented a radio program specializing 
in personalities and curiosities asked me what I knew 
about the Marchioness which might be of interest 
to her program. I told her that the Marchioness was 
the daughter of Lord Melchett and the daughter-in- 
law of the famous Marquis of Reading, that she had 
been born and brought up and married in the Angli- 
can Church, but, with her husband officially returned 
to the faith of her ancestors in mature life. 

The press-conference with the Jewish Marchioness 
was naturally concerned with the Palestine problem 
and the phony “round table conference” then taking 
place in London at which the Marquis of Reading sat 
as one of the Jewish representatives. When the 
conference was nearing its end, the radio interviewer 
ventured a few questions on dresses and diamonds to 
which she received the curt answer “You can discuss 
that with my secretary”, and finally faltered: “Lady 
Reading, are you interested in Palestine because of 
humanitarian motives or because of your Jewish 
descent?” The Lady stiffened, raised her head and 
asnewered sharply: “I am a Jewess.” ~ 

And those were the words which three days later 
the author of Marie Antoinette, the most translated 
author in the world, kept repeating to himself in 
admiration, as words of moral heights he could never 
attain. No, not even on departing from this world! 


THE MYTH OF JEWISH PARASITISM 


by Hayim Greenberg 


N THE anti-Semitic propaganda which has been 
flooding every country since 1933 a very promi- 
nent place is given to the old charge that Jews are 
parasites in the world’s economic structure. As the 
economic problems in each country become more 
accentuated and increase in complexity, the average 
man has more difficulty in finding his bearings in this 
maze, and easily accepts the truth of the charge. It 
even influences people who have until lately been 
comparativly free of anti-Jwish bias. 


Jews also have been considerably influenced by the 
notion that they constitute an unproductive, or even 
a destructive force, in the world’s economy. We speak 
of Jews as essentially a people of luftmenschen en- 
gaged in /uft-parnosses that is, individuals whose oc- 
cupations are unsubstantial, who are exploiters, spec- 
ulators and traffickers in the labors of others. 

Signs of this self-condemnation first appear in the 
literature of our “enlightenment.” Jews who felt 
spiritually emancipated from the civilization of the 
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ghetto even before they were emancipated from its 
legal disabilities, developed a great admiration for 
European culture and were in no mean degree af- 
fected by its anti-Jewish prejudices. Certainly they 
shared the European’s disdain for the Jew as a trader. 
During the past hundred years or so wealthy Jews 
have always been ready to help in the proletarization 
of Jewry. But their motives were different from those 
of the Zionists or the nationalists. The latter see in 
Jewish economic restratification a means to insure a 
more rounded national existence, or a better possibil- 
ity for surviving crises, while the former view the 
transition of many Jews from urban to rural life or 
from trade to manual labor, mainly as a way of wip- 
ing out a blot on the Jewish name. 

The views of many Jewish socialists in regard to 
the economic role of the Jews, have usually been 
tinged by a certain anti-Semitic bias. This is especi- 
ally true of Jewish socialists who are not interested 
in Jewish survival. Not that every Jewish Marxist 
has actually read Marx’s essay on the Jewish question 
where Judaism is made synonymous with capitalist 
exploitation, greed and usury. But some of the spirit 
of that shocking accusation is to be found in the 
attitude of the average Jewish Socialist. 

Non-Jewish socialists, and not necessarily Marxian 
socialists, have tended to look down on the Jew in 
the world’s economy. The Russian Narodnaya Volya 
of the late nineteenth century which glorified the 
peasant and which was characterized by more human- 
ism than any socialist or reformist movement of 
modern times* could be expected to be immune from 
anti-Semitism. Nevertheless, the Narodovoltzt once 
issued a proclamation to the peasants calling on them 
“to burn the mansions of the nobility, to rob the 
estates, and to beat up Jews.” This was not, as some 
believe, a mere demagogic device to rouse the peas- 
ants to revolt by appealing to their prejudices. The 
authors of this proclamation would not have issued 
it if they did not, at least vaguely, entertain the idea 
that the Jew was essentially a “bloodsucker”. Social- 
ists and other reformers who stressed the agrarian 
problem and who saw in the peasant the chief poten- 
tial carrier of their ideal, generally tended to see in the 
Jew the extreme expression of urban life and of the in- 
iquitous exploitation they associate with the city man. 
This also explains Tolstoy’s rather unfriendly attitude 
towards the Jews, an attitude most eloquently ex- 
pressed by his repeated failure to speak up on behalf 


-of the persecuted Jews. Tolstoy had the peasant'’s 


primitive notions of economic life, the peasant’s nar- 
row horizon in determining economic values and 
the peasant’s suspicion of urban sophistication as 
mere crookedness. 

The literary influence of Tolstoy, and the influence 
of some schools of Socialist propaganda are largely 

*The Narodnaya Volya, that is People’s Freedom or People’s 
Will was the fore-runner of the Social-Revolutionary Party which 


played a leading role in the revolutionary movement until October, 
1917. 
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responsible for the tendency for self-depreciation and 
self-condemnation so common to many Jewish social- 
ists and Jewish intellectuals. 

Nor is Zionism free from its share of responsibil- 
ity. There was a time when it used to be the fashion 
for Zionist speakers (including the writer) to declare 
from the platform that “to be a good Zionist one 
must first be somewhat of an anti-Semite”. One can 
sense this attitude in some of Pinsker’s writings: 
there is a great deal of it in Syrkin and in Borochow, 
the two main theoreticians of the Labor Zionist move- 
ment; A. D. Gordon, the author of the idea of the 
Religion of Labor (Dat ha-Avoda) wrote, in a spirit 
of extreme contrition, about the national sins of the 
Jews which must be atoned for by manual labor; I. 
H. Brenner, the nearest to Dostoyevsky in Hebrew 
literature, indulged in a mascohistic self-flagellation. 
To this day Labor Zionist circles are under the influ- 
ence of the idea that the Return to Zion involves 
a process of purification from our economic un- 
cleanliness. Whosoever does not engage in so-called 
“productive” manual labor, is believed to be a sinner 
against Israel and against mankind. 

When addressing the non-Jewish world we become 
exceedingly apologetic and talk of extenuating cir- 
cumstances to explain our supposedly incriminating 
economic position. We quote the Bible to prove 
that as a nation we were born honest toilers of the 
soil, and that it Was the Canaanite, the Phoenician, 
who used to be the trader of antiquity. We do not 
dispute the basic fact contained in the accusation 
against us. We admit, expressly or by implication, 
that we constitute a useless and an unlovely element 
in the economic set-up of every country. We merely 
blame it on our tragic history, on the persecutions 
and on the disabilities we have suffered. 

Our apology is based on ample evidence. There is 
no doubt that no religious literature (with the pos- 
sible exception of the ancient Chinese) contains so 
much glorification of manual labor as do the Bible 
and the Talmud. Nor can there be any doubt that our 
history made us a people of traders in a much larger 
measure than we would have become under normal 
circumstances. In contrast to the Greeks who looked 
down upon manual labor as an occupation for slaves, 
the Talmud takes the view that manual labor is en- 
nobling. Even Plato and Aristotle adopted the domi- 
nant Greek attitude, but the Talmud says that if labor 
was good enough for God when he created the world, 
it ought to be good enough for anybody. The number 
of passages one could cite from the Talmud which 
express the same view is legion, and we have a right 
to be proud of that attitude. But that does not mean 
that a man who works hard for his living as an honest 
storekeeper has reason to be ashamed of his occupa- 
tion or to feel constantly apologetic. In medieval 
feudal Europe, manual labor and particularly agricul- 
ture were so intimately bound up with the Church 
that for a Jew in many countries to take to the plough 
was tantamount to baptism. There are many other 
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reasons for the change in Jewish occupations during 
the Middle Ages. The recitation of these reasons fills 
our apologetic literature. 

The present economic structure of the Jews may 
not be ideal, but there is nothing shameful or uneth- 
ical about it. In the first place, we have more manual 
workers than it is commonly believed and their num- 
bers have increased in the past few decades. In the 
second place, there is nothing evil or parasitic about 
useful work which is not manual. 

Useful or productive labor does not only mean 
manual labor, or labor engaged in producing things 
which can be seen and touched and which have physi- 
cal dimernsions. Any work which satisfied human 
needs or is socially useful is productive work. 

Of all great thinkers of modern times Tolstoy 
probably went furthest in stressing the virtue of 
simple manual labor. At one time he was under the 
influence of a homely moralist by the name of 
Bondarev, who preached the doctrine that only work 
which helps produce bread is morally good. A peas- 
ant who ploughs and seeds corn is a good man, but 
a farmer who plants oranges or bananas is a darmoyed 
who eats the bread of idleness, since he wastes his 
time on producing unnecessary and evil luxuries. At 
about the same time, Tolstoy was under the spell of 
another homegrown philosopher, a Swede, who 
taught that every man must produce the grain for 
his own food. This Swede reprimanded Tolstoy for 
drinking tea. Drinking tea, he said, encourages the 
Chinese peasant to plant the ungodly weed and ne- 
glect the cultivation of life-giving rice, thus bringing 
about famines in China. One day when Tolstoy of- 
fered his Swedish friend a glass of milk, he refused, 
saying, “My mother has been dead a long time, and 
the cow you have milked is someone else’s mother.” 
Tolstoy was tremendously impressed by the argu- 
ment. Most of us think it ludicrous. But it serves 
to illustrate the absurd state which may be reached 
by the consistent application of the idea that only 
work immediately resulting in concrete goods is 
socially and economically useful. 


Modern Socialism is free from such extravaganzas, 
since its object is not to limit human needs, but to 
expand them. The doctrine that man may enjoy 
only that which he himself produces is alien to a 
system which looks forward to an abundance requir- 
ing an increasing complexity and differentiation of 
labor. But for many years Socialist theory has gtub- 
bornly clung to a dogma that stresses the worth of 
the producers and the relative worthlessness of the 
intermediary between the producer and the consumer. 
A “logical” deduction from such a view would declare 
the milk wagon driver a parasite, and the cow the 
only producer in the milk industry. 

Bernard Shaw was justified in ridiculing this primi- 
tive notion. His illustrations are the country boy 
who shoos away the birds from the seeded field and 
who performs by his unsubstantial noises the same 
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function as the village carpenter who builds a gate 
to keep the cows away from the same field, or the 
housemaid who has nothing of physical substance to 
show for her hard labor except the odd broken dish. 

No one is a parasite who engages in work which 
makes life more agreeable, more comfortable and 
more abundant for his fellow-men. In our modern 
society, the distribution of goods is indispensible to 
their enjoyment by the largest possible number. Any- 
one engaged in distribution—the exporter, the im- 
porter, the sailor, the wholesaler, the retailer—is do- 
ing useful work. We may hold the view that nation- 
alized commerce is more socially beneficial than pri- 
vate commerce. Yet in principle, there is no moral 
difference between a merchant operating his own 
store and an employee of a workers’ co-operative or 
of a Soviet state store. Both earn their livelihood, 
provided they do their work honestly and conscien- 
tiously, and provided they do not resort to cun- 
ning to extract a remuneration which is not com- 
mensurate with their service. 

Each one of us owes it to society to do some useful 
work in order to pay for the things:he enjoys as the 
result of the work of others. But among our creditors, 
so to speak, are not only the farmer, the tailor and the 
mason. There are hundreds of people who produce 
nothing that is tangible, but without whose labor our 
life would be much harder or would at least lack 
many of the amenities and the pleasures which we 
prize. There is the milk-man, the grocer, the bus- 
driver, the waiter in the restaurant, the actor, the 
writer, the radio announcer—even the exterminator 
of vermin. 

Take any typically Jewish occupation which has 
long been the butt of our moralists and satirists. I, 
for one do not approve of the institution of shad- 
choness, that is, professional match-making. But, 
after all, this is a matter of taste, and no one forces me 
to pay for the services of a shadchan if I do not 
employ him. There are others who do, and what 
right have I to impose my attitude upon other 
people? Or take the Jewish clerics—the rabbi, the 
chazan, the mohel, the shamash, types whom our 
“enlightened” literature has presented in a most un- 
complimentary way—again it is a matter of the point 
of view. Millions of Jews require the services of these 
functionaries and are willing to pay for them. Com- 
pared to the numerous clerics, monks and nuns of 
other denominations the Jewish religion has been 
neither overstaffed nor overpaid. In Poland, before 
the war, we had several hundred “einiklech,” that is, 
grandsons of famous hassidic rabbis, and we have 
some of them in this country. These people who 
trade on their pedigrees constitute to my knowledge 
the only specific class of unproductive Jews. But 
then, they are no more so than Siamese twins, or the 
Dionne quintuplets. 

The point I am trying to make is that we have no 
reason to feel morally apologetic about our economic 
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position. I do not mean to say that all Jews are saints. 
Nor do I deny the need for a thorough restratification 
of our economic life. But this restratification ought 
not to be motivated by a sense of collective guilt. We 
have to reconstruct our economic life because the pre- 
sent one is fraught with dangers to our well-being, 
and because a fuller national life requires a more 
balanced economic set-up. We are not economically 
wicked. We have not eaten unearned bread all these 
centuries. And under the conditions of modern 
society, we have been fulfilling a useful economic 
function. 

I have no reason to be proud of the Jewish saloon- 
keeper in this country, or of his antecedent in Eastern 
Europe. But I know they have their counterparts 
among non-Jews. There is nothing edifying about 
the Jews in the Ukrainian villages under the feudal 
system who held the keys to the village churches and 
opened the churches only when the peasants paid the 
rent. But the keys were placed in the Jews’ hands by 
the greedy and lazy Polish nobility. We are, on 
the whole, neither better nor worse than others. 

The question may well be asked, what of our Labor 
Zionist ideology? What of our propaganda about 
ruralization, the dignity of labor, halutziuth? These 
principles are still sound. A reshaping of Jewish eco- 
nomic life is a historic necessity, and it cannot be ac- 
complished without the popular enthusiasm that 
Zionism generally and Labor Zionism particularly 
have aroused for these aims. There is nothing wicked 
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in being a middleman, but it is not sound for a whole 
people to consist of middlemen. We are building a 
new nation in Palestine, and we cannot succeed unless 
we make its economic life varied and many-sided and 
thereby relatively complete. It requires no effort and 
no propaganda on our part to create a Jewish mer- 
chant class in Palestine. But the emergence of a Jew- 
ish agricultural class cannot be a spontaneous process. 
At this juncture in our history, the creation of a class 
of Jewish farmers in Palestine is of paramount im- 
portance and justifies the expenditure of moral and 
mental energies that have gone into the effort. Some- 
times the enthusiasm of the Palestinian pioneers ap- 
pars to us at a distance as being too naive and narrow. 
But taken in its historic perspective this exaggerated 
glorification of manual labor and its achievements is 
necessary. 

I am not oblivious of the desirability for a restrati- 
fication of Jewish economic life outside of Palestine, 
say in the United States of America. I know that our 
top-heavy economy contains some dangerous possi- 
bilities. But mere preaching will not accomplish the 
desired change. I am not an economist, but I question 
the feasibility of effecting a complete change in Jew- 
ish economic life at the present state of capitalist de- 
velopment in this country. How can we produce 
large numbers of farmers, coal-miners and metal- 
workers? If present conditions make such a feat im- 
possible, there is nothing to be gained by continuous 
moralizing. If it is possible, it ought to be done. But 
let us stop apologizing for ourselves. 


GOEBBELS’S JEWISH TEACHER 


by Alfred Werner 


HORTLY AFTER the end of the first World 
War, a pale, dwarfish boy with a club-foot used to 
sit, one of hundreds of enthusiastic students, gazing 
up at the lecturer as if he were a god, or a demi-god 
at least, proclaiming eternal truth. The place was the 
largest lecture hall in the old University of Heidel- 
berg, in the former grand-duchy of Baden; the pro- 
fessor’s name was Friedrich Gundelfinger; the eager 
students was Paul Joseph Goebbels. 

It is little known that the Nazi Minister of Propa- 
ganda was once an admiring pupil of Jewish-born 
Gundelfinger, Professor of German literature at 
Heidelberg University from 1911 to 193 1—the latter 


being better known by his assumed name, Gundolf, - 


under which his numerous writings appeared. The 
club-foot literatus must have acquired his Judaeo- 
phobia much later, under the influence of Hitler who 
is eight years his senior, for though young Goebbels 
soon made a name for himself in the academic world 
for his somewhat distorted views and his forensic 
skill, there is no trace of his anti-Jewish prejudice in 


his early activities. He is said to have been at that 
a member of the Communist Party—which, of course, 
did not differentiate between Jews and non-Jews. It 
is certain that young Joseph Goebbels, Ph. D., applied 
for an editorial job at the Jewish publishing firm of 
Rudolf Mosse, owner of the radical democratic Ber- 
liner Tageblatt. Goebbel’s great ambition was to be- 
come not a politician but a writer. He wrote much— 
his published works fill fourteen volumes—but his 
plays and novels, worthless from a literary stand- 
point, are interesting only as records of his struggle 
with religious and moral doubt, and of his revolt as 
a self-conscious personality against intellectual inhi- 
bitions. 

Goebbels wanted to become a great German writer, 
perhaps as great as the Stefan George whom Pro- 
fessor Gundolf extolled in his lectures. But when he 
compared his own small achievements with those of 
such rising authors as Franz Werfel, Kurt Tucholsky, 
Ernst Toller, Robert Neumann, men of his own age, 
he would not admit his own lack of creative talent, 
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but, forgetting the Jewish teacher who had inspired 
his love for greatness and beauty, he blamed the 
competition of the Jewish writers for his failure and 
disdainfully deserted the field of literature to become 
a rabid anti-Semitic preacher, notorious for such out- 
bursts of hatred as: “A Jew is for me an object of 
physical disgust—I vomit when I see one” or “I 
value an ordinary prostitute above a married Jewess 


Gundolf cannot be held responsible for this pupil 
of his, but in a fashion he and a great number of 
other Jewish-born teachers and writers paved the way 
for Nazism and the Third Reich with their peculiar 
philosophies. Gundelfiner was born in 1880, the 
son of a famous mathematician who was professor 
at the technical College at Darmstadt, Hesse, and 
held the title of Privy Councellor. But father Gundel- 
finger was also a good Jew and valued Judaism high- 
ly; he made a practice of gathering Jewish students 
about him and discussed Jewish problems with them. 
He was so ardent an idealist that often he came into 
conflict with his colleagues by his impulsive defense 
of Jewry. He contributed a valuable article on the 
Jewish mathematicians of the tenth century to the 
Jewish Encyclopedia. 

Gundelfinger’s son, at an early age, fell under the 
spell of the great German poet, Stefan George who is 
little known to the English-speaking world, since only 
few of his poems have been translated into English 
and published only in a handful of highbrow literary 
magazines. Yet he was undoubtedly one of the strong- 
est representatives of modern German literature, 
even if, unwittingly, he did great harm to European 
civilization. An autocrat of the spirit, he espoused 
the Nietzschean demand for a higher German culture, 
loathing as he did the “plebian” trend in contempor- 
ary literature and art, the “Americanization” of life, 
and the growing power of the masses. A reactionary 
sui generis, George went out to fight this “vulgariza- 
tion” of spiritual life by endeavoring to set up a new 
type of community, consisting of idealistic young men 
who were to regain the lost leadership of the nation, 
a sort of ideal free-masonry, having their own rules 
and ritual. 

This plan was not entirely new. As a matter of 
fact, the “Romantiker” of the early nineteenth century 
had had ideas rather similar to those of George. Dis- 
satisfied with the achievements of the French Revolu- 
tion which had failed to put into effect the lofty 
ideals of its forerunners, Voltaire and Rousseau, they 
dreamt of the establishment of a system that would 
give them, the spiritual aristocrats, full power over 
the dumb, blindfolded masses. But they also had 
another thing in common with George and his circle: 
there were quite a few first-rate poets and essayists 
among them. They attracted numerous young people 
as did the men around George, but there were hardly 
any outstanding Jews among the partisans of Adam 
Mueller, Friedrich von Gentz and Novalis( with the 
exception of the baptized arch reactionary political 
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philosopher Stahl)—Jews would rather join the 
camp of “Das junge Deutschland.” It was left to the 
last decades of the 19th century Germany to produce 
that strange phenomenon of Jewish-born intellectuals 
who would embrace a philosophy that, in the end, 
would turn against them, as a sort of boomerang. 
These men made George the Allah of a Third Reich 
they were longing for. And Gundolf proclaimed 
himself as his prophet. 


Of course those distorted idealists and social misfits 
who folowed him took only the elements of George’s 
philosophy they liked and skipped what could not be 
fitted into the rough Teutonic Weltanschauung. They 
hailed Nietzsche as “a modern Siegfried who set out 
to battle Western rationalism, collectivism, feminism, 
scientific materialism, and other nineteenth century 
dragons” (Sol Liptzin), but they deliberately over- 
looked other parts of his philosophy, such as his em- 
phasis on frugality, or his personal admiration for the 
Jewish genius. In the same way they acclaimed 
George as a spiritual ancestor of their movement, 
declaring that he had blazed the trail for the Third 
Reich by raising up “against the mass man, the heroic 
man; against the excesses of individualism, the obliga- 
tions of the community; against sterile intelectual 
activity, the power of faith; against international vas- 
salage, the spiritual ideal of the nation.” 

Such a scheme does not seem bad at first sight, and 
certainly it has elements in itself which appeal to 
idealistic youth in every walk of life. At first socialists 
and monarchists, nationalists and liberals all adhered 
to George’s ideas. Outspoken Nazis found that in 
their admiration for George they were in the company 
of such dreamers of Jewish origin as Hofmannsthal, 
Gundolf, - Gundelfinger, Wolters - Wolfsohn, Wolf- 
skehl, Kantorowicz, Perls and so on. But whereas 
many of George’s early folowers later left him, recog- 
nizing the possible dangers of Georgianism for the 
young German democracy, the Nazis and many Jews 
remained faithful. 

These Jews did not misunderstand George when 
they sang of a Third Reich “where the word of the 
Fuehrer would be absolute law for his disciples, who 
must obey unquestioningly.” But they dreamt of a 
divinely gifted poet rather than a political demagogue. 
The Nazi folowers of George, on the other hand, 
took for granted that George favored Hitler or, at 
least, that beauty and the heroic ideal could be em- 
bodied only in a National Socialist Dictatorship. 

“The Jews around George”—this is perhaps the 
most tragic chapter in the tragic story of German- 
Jewish relations in the nineteenth century. It is 
safe to say that George’s philosophy would never have 
gained so many adherents, would never have exerted 
such a tremendous influence on the immature and 
half-educated, had not his Jewish followers, particu- 
larly Gundolf and Wolters, translated the lofty, often 
dark ideas of his highly artistic lyrics into vigorous 
prose. These apostles even outdid their master in the 
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violence of their attacks on democracy, iinternation- 
alism, Heinrich Heine or whatever else their object 
might be. Their feelings were sincere, no doubt, and 
their hyper-patriotism, their almost suicidal love of 
the “Deutsches Wesen” were genuine. It is the tra- 
gedy of German Jewry that their fervent assimila- 
tionism, their eagerness to surrender their own es- 
sence and embrace Teutonism did not reconcile the 
Nazis but simply made the Jews twice as contempt- 
ible in their eyes. Rudolf Borchardt, the poet and 
novelist, a rabid Jewish anti-Semite who, during the 
first World War, was noted for his chauvinism, his 
annexationist claims and for his hatred of France, is 
now a refugee from Nazi persecution like three hun- 
dred thousand other Jews, a number of whom prob- 
ably shared his opinions to some extent. Or take 
Ernst Lissauer, a really gifted German Jewish poet 
who, during the World War, directed his burning 
“Song of Hate” against England and chose the sub- 
jects of his dreams mostly from German history. In 
spite of all, his passionately German writings were 
consigned to the flames in 1933 together with those 
of such humanists as the non-Jewish brothers Mann 
and Arnold and*Stefan Zweig. 

Gundolf would now be a refugee like the others, 
subject to the Nuremberg laws like Alfred Mombert, 
the seventy-year-old Heidelberg poet, now reported 
to be in the dreaded French concentration camp of 
Gurs, or in constant danger of being dragged to the 
“reservation” in Lublin, but Gundolf died in time— 
in the summer of 1931, fifteen months before Hitler 
was made Chancellor of the Reich. He was spared 
the tragedy of seeing his books banished from the 
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universities as “Jewish products” by decree of his 
erstwhile pupil Dr. Goebbels and of seeing his name 
erased from the text-books. This would have been 
his fate though he never felt himself to be a Jew, did 
not look like a Jew and wrote better German prose 
than any German philologist before him. 

His case is finished and his bulky books on Julius 
Caesar, Goethe, Shakespeare, George are now little 
more than strange documents of a misguided genera- 
tion of hero-worshippers, little more than abnormal 
though highly artistic fruits of self-hatred and self- 
annihilation. But other Gundolfs are still alive, and 
if Germany is closed to them then they are in Eng- 
land, in America, in Russia—Jewish renegades who 
espouse a cause which is opposed to their own tradi- 
tions and their own souls. It is a truism that Jews 
have always devoted their lives to the propagation of 
ideas which, in the end, turned out to be not only 
harmful to the members of their own community 
but entirely different from what they seemed to be or 
were supposed to be at the start. The Jewish teachers 
of Goebbels—or of Mussolini—were certainly not 
aware of the evil that was the result of their endeav- 
ors. They are comparable to the man in Aesop’s fable 
who nourished a snake in his bosom and died of its 
bite. Or to the sorcerer’s apprentice who exclaims, in 
his anguish, like the “Zauberlehrling” in Goethe’s 
ballad: 

“Die ich rief, die Geister, 

Werd’ich nun nicht los!” 
(I cannot get rid of the host of spirits I have called 
up) 

Old Professor Gundelfinger was a faithful Jew. 
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juvenile insurance? ; 

5. ...inanactive Jewish organization that combines all these features 
in an attractive and interesting manner? 


IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ALL THESE THINGS, YOU CAN FIND 
THEM ONLY IN THE JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE,— 
THE LABOR ZIONIST FRATERNAL ORDER! 


Write for more Information. 











| Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 
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His son was not. Friedrich Gundolf was fascinated 
by the undeniable beauties of German, English, Swiss 
culture without realizing that they are valuable con- 
tributions to mankind only when they flowered in 
and were ennobled by a spirit that was the spirit of 
the Gundelfingers, not of Gundolf— the spirit of the 
Bible. Gundolf was no Jewish anti-Semite like, for 
instance, Wilhelm Marr, the outstanding anti-Semitic 
pamphleteer of the seventies, or like Otto Weininger, 
the author of “Sex and Character”. If he attacked 
Heine’s “Jewishness” he did so only because he des- 
pised and fought liberalism and democracy. But that 
cannot acquit him of the charge of having used his 
brilliant Jewish intellect to nourish a movement 
harmful to his race and destructive of mankind. The 
books of this George group by the way, were all 
published by the Hungarian Jew Georg Bondi and— 
the publications of this firm bear the Swastika as a 
trade-mark, as do, therefore, the books by the Jews 
Gundolf, Wolters, Kantorowicz and others. 


Small wonder that Goebbels sent George a telegram 
of congratulation on his birthdays. But the poet who 
proclaimed the coming of the Fuehrer (“den Mann 
. .. der sprengt die Ketten”’—the man who breaks 
the chains) and had sung of the ‘““Voelkische Banner” 
(the national banner) never acknowledge these tele- 
grams. George’s Third Reich can hardly be identified 
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with the Nazi Reich now spreading disaster all over 
the world. It is true that the George circle did much’ 
to undermine the spirit of republicanism and democ- 
racy, that the “Dolchstoss-legende” (the legend of 
the dagger stuck into the back of fighting Germany 
by the Socialist masses) and even homosexuality, the 
“Prussian disease,” were favored by some Georgians. 
On the other hand it was George’s own message that 
they who would enter the spiritual realm must cast 
off race and homeland and family. 

George died in December, 1933, two years and a 
half after his apostle Gundolf. Aryan though he was, 
he had gone to Italy to keep away from the Nazi 
goings on. When asked how he felt during those 
days, he burst out: “How can I feel happy while my 
friend Wolfskehl is suffering in Germany?” (Wolf- 
skehl, by the way, was at one and the same time an 
ardent Zionist and a folower of George). Goebbels 
asked George by letter, to take over the presidency of 
th German Poets’ Academy after Heinrich Mann had 
been ousted from this position. George did not deem 
the Minister worthy of an answer. In his last will and 
testament George asked that he be buried not in Ger- 
many, but in Minusic, Switzerland. And when George 
meets his own Minister of Propaganda, Gundolf, in 
Hades, he surely will say: “If we had only known 
what would happen—we should have kept it all to 
ourselves!” 


ALPHABET OF HOMELANDS 


by Carl Alpert 


HE LIST FOLLOWING HARDLY NEEDS INTRODUC- 

tion or comment. It is a bibliography of consistent 
failure during the past eight years to find any perm- 
anent solution for the problem of Jewish homeless- 
ness. Contrasted with the success in Palestine, this 
factual record offers the most dramatic reply possible 
to those who, claiming that Palestine is too small, 
continue to fling funds recklessly all over the map. 
Incidentally, were all promises and predictions with 
respect to these other havens of refuge kept, there 
would be room for more than 12,000,000 refugee 
Jews. 

Keep this list for reference. It should come in 
handy next time somebody produces a “new” territory 
as the solution of the refugee problem. 

Alaska—Settlement of refugees in this American 
possession was advocated by Harold I. Ickes, in 1938. 
Two years later a bill was introduced in Congress 
seeking to open the territory to refugees, though on 
condition that such immigrants could not enter the 
U. S. proper except under regular immigration quotas, 
and not at all if they had not become citizens. The 
bill was lost in legislative shuffle. 


Albania—Long before Italian invasion of this 
little Mediterranean country, German Jewry had 
already sent a committee to investigate the possibil- 
ities of settling refugees there. In 1935 the Albanian 
consul-general in Greece reported that King Zog 
would welcome refugees, and would offer settlement 
facilities. The plan called for the admission of 
20,000 Jews, to be followed by others later. Fortun- 
ately, nothing came of the plan. 

Angola—A group of German Jews in 1931 pro- 
moted a plan to take over 1,000,000 acres of land 
here. Three years later an ambitious scheme called 
for the settlement of no less than 5,000,000 homeless 
Jews from Europe in this Portuguese colony in West 
Africa. Sir John Simon, British Foreign Secretary, 
opened negotiations with Portugal in April, 1934, it 
was reported in London. As soon as a sizeable number 
of Jews had settled the colony was to be established as 
a self-governing Jewish State. In May, 1934, Portugal 
officially declared it would admit settlers, but not in 
large numbers. 

Australia—In 1934 it was first reported that the 
Australian government had agreed to permit the 
settlement of 30,000 German Jews there. - Though 
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the report was denied, rumor persisted that negoti- 
ations of some sort were under way. The Jewish 
Freeland League of England drew up a plan for 
large scale settlement in Australia in 1937. Many 
Australian papers and public leaders approved the 
plan, one of them pointing out that 1,000,000 people 
could be settled comfortably in the Kimberley district. 
Nothing has yet materialized, however. 

Biro-Bidjan—This area was first set aside by the 
Soviet Government for Jewish settlement in 1928. 
In 1931 it was proclaimed a national Jewish admin- 
istrative unit. From time to time pleas have been 
issued from Moscow urging Soviet Jews to make their 
way to this far eastern Siberian outpost. There were 
even invitations to Polish Jewry to accept the Russian 
offer of land in Biro-Bidjan. Most highly publicized 
of all colonization ventures outside of Palestine, it is 
reliably estimated that today there are less than 
20,000 Jews in Biro-Bidjan. 

Bolivia—Several thousand German Jews found 
their way to this South American country, particularly 
after November, 1938. Lack of organization, as well 
as concentration in La Paz, has not added to their 
security in the country. Of late there has been a 
wave of conversions among them. 

British Guiana—In November, 1938, Prime 
Minister Chamberlain announced in the House of 
Commons that should surveys prove satisfactory, 
land would be made available here for settlement. 
A six-man commission sponsored by the President's 
Advisory Committee on Refugees was sent to this 
colony in 1939 to investigate its possibilities for 
refugee resettlement. The report described the jungle 
area and bad climate, but left the door open for 
settlement on a narrow coastal strip. A trial coloniza- 
tion of a few thousand people was suggested. In 
1938 Joseph A. Rosen hailed this colony as the one 
coming “closest to our requirements.” 

Canada—The great dominion to the north, with 
vast wide open spaces, has more than once been 
suggested as a solution for the refugee problem. Agri- 
culture has not been generally profitable, however, 
and while the suggestions have invariably come from 
external agencies, neither the government nor the 
people of Canada have shown any marked inclination 
to throw the doors open. 

Chile—This was one of the countries suggested 
in 1938 as a possible site for establishment of a new 
Jewish State to be known as Nai Juda. The plan 
was fathered by Joseph Ormar Hefter of New York, 
who released thousands of pamphlets on the subject, 
listing other possible lands of haven as well. 

Costa Rica—In 1937 it was announced that the 
Refugee Economic Corporation in New York had 
purchased 50,000 acres of land in Guanacaste for a 
cash price of $50,000. An agricultural expert sur- 
veyed the area and reported it suitable for coloniza- 
tion. Only farmers and peasant stock immigrants 
were to be accepted. Adequate financing was said to 
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be available, though the project soon faded out of 
the news. 

Cuba—Public announcement was made by Cong- 
ressman William I. Sirovich in 1936 that he had 
conferred with the president of Cuba, Miguel Gomez, 
and that an industrial colony of 100,000 German 
Jews was to be established. In December there was a 
new president, Frederico Laredo Bru, and Sirovich, 
interviewing him, found him sympathetic to a colony 
of 25,000 Jews. In May, 1939, the German steamer, 
St. Louis, with 950 refugees aboard, was turned away 
from Havana, and returned its human cargo to 
Europe. 

Cyprus—In 1934 the administration of this 
British colony in the Mediterranean announced that 
facilities were being provided for Jewish immigration 
and settlement. A plantation was established at Faso- 
orie, near Limassol, and areas in Larnaca were de- 
veloped. 

Ecuador—In 1935 the government of Ecuador 
signed an agreement with a committee in Paris mak- 
ing available a large area of land for refugee settle- 
ment. A year later a committee of experts reported 
favorably on the colonization possibilities. An addi- 
tional offer was made by the government in 1939, 
and some groups of refugees went to the country. 

Ethiopia—aAltruistic Italian interest in the plight 
of German Jews was credited with the announcement 
widely reported in the Jewish press in 1938 that 
20,000 refugees would be immediately provided with 
land in the area, conquered by Il Duce’s forces. In 
October, 1939, a Dutch banker, Frank van Gilde- 
meester, announced he had made arrangements with 
the Italian government for settlement of 5,000,000 
Jews in Ethiopia. A large financial backing from the 
United States, England, and France was officially re- 
ported. Nothing further developed. 

French Guiana—This South American French 
colony was suggested in 1937 as a home for German 
refugees. It was made clear, however, that a finan- 
cially strong organization would have to back the 
enterprise. 

Guatemala—A Jewish journalist was respon- 
sible for the announcement in 1934 that this Central 
American country, which he had visited, would pro- 
vide a home for 5,000 refugees. He told of his 
conferences with government officials, though noth- 
ing progressed beyond that stage. 

Italian East Africa—From Rome came reports 
in 1934 that 500,000 Polish Jews would be settled 
in this colony. It was denied that these announce- 
ments had anything to do with the loan which Italy, 
not yet a Nazi slave, was trying to obtain from 
Jewish bankers. 

Kenya—A haven for 5,000 Jews in this British 
colony in Africa was seriously considered in 1934. 
At the Evian Conference in 1938 Lord Winterton re- 
ferred to Kenya as receiving serious consideration. 
The Council for German Jewry formed a section to 
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encourage refugees to go to Kenya, and by March, 
1939, it was reported to the British Parliament that 
28 refugees had already started farm training there. 

Lower California—With the blessings of the 
Jewish Forum magazine, a group known as Selah Inc., 
was formed in New York in 1938 to take such steps 
as necessary to bring about large scale settlement 
in this area of Mexico. Negotiations between the 
United States and Mexico for this purpose were advo- 
cated, and a considerable amount of literature was 
issued, showing the advantages of Lower California 
for such settlement. 

Madagascar—French newspapers in 1935 car- 
ried on a vigorous campaign for opening of this 
French island in the Indian Ocean for refugee settle- 
ment. A former cabinet minister was quoted as 
saying that 125,000 Jews could be absorbed on the 
island. Colonial Minister Marius Moutel in 1937 
favored the plan. There was approval by anti-Semitic 
papers in Poland, and the Polish government even 
sent an investigating commission to the island. Re- 
ports from Berlin have indicated that Hitler may 
plan to evacuate all European Jews to Madagascar, 
should he win the war. 

Manchukuo—A Japanese diplomat was quoted 
by a Jewish news agency in 1934 as having declared 
that the Land of the Rising Sun would welcome 
50,000 German Jewish refugees as settlers in this 
Japanese puppet state. Some refugees who settled 
in the area now have ample cause for regret. 


Mexico—Labelled political refugees, 2,000 Aus- 
trian Jews were to be admitted to Mexico it was an- 
nounced in June, 1938. A number of restrictions 
hedged in the permit, including limitation of work, 
and requirement of large sums of capital. 

Newfoundland—A leading Canadian news- 
paper in 1938 opened a campaign for settlement of 
“educated and cultured Jewish families” in this British 
colony. Such an organized migration, it was stated, 
would make the island “indeed a new found land of 
contentment and security.” 

New Caledonia—This French island off the 
coast of Australia was advanced as a possible haven 
by none less than the Colonial Minister of France in 
1937. He warned, however, that there could be no 
immediate mass settlement. 

New Hebrides—France would look with favor 
upon settlement of European Jews in this colony it 
was announced in 1937, but would withhold all 
financial aid until it had been proven that the project 
was a success. 

Panama—An area along the Pacific coast, near 
the Trans-American Highway, was considered in 
1936 as a colonization site for 5,000 Jewish families. 
Climate and funds proved to be stumbling blocks to 
further discussion, however. 

Paraguay—After about 1,000 refugees had 
been admitted, virtually all immigration to this 
country was stopped in September, 1938. 
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Peru—lIn 1934 the province of Huanoco was 
formally offered by the Peruvian government for the 
settlement of homeless Jews. 


Philippines—In 1939 President Quezon an- 
nounced that his government favored the settlement 
of 10,000 refugee Jews on the Island of Mindanao. 
Later Paul V. McNutt, former High Commissioner of 
the Islands, endorsed the project. A commission of 
experts was sent out by Johns Hopkins University to 
investigate the potentialities. 


Rhodesia—In 1937 Rhodesia was suggested by 
independent sources as a haven of refuge for German 
Jews, not in competition with Palestine, but as an out- 
lying colony of that country. In 1939 Prime Minister 
Chamberlain reported on the possibilities of the ter- 
ritory, and in that same year a commission of experts 
studied the land. It was at first advised that 500 Jew- 
ish families could be readily absorbed. The final sug- 
gestion was that 25 men, trained in agriculture, be 
permitted to enter, and if they were successful, a 
maximum of 125 more should be permitted. 


San Domingo—The settlement project here was 
first sprung upon the world in 1937 when a New 
York dentist, Dr. Howard W. Blake, told of his 
meeting with President Rafael Trujillo, and of the 
possibility of settling 1,000,000 Jews from Europe. 
Responsible Jewish groups scoffed at the idea. At the 
meeting of the Inter-Governmental Committee for 
Aid to Refugees in London in 1939, the Dominican 
government announced that it could accept about 
100,000 immigrants under controlled entry. A year 
later a formal contract was entered into with the Dom- 
inican Republic Settlement Association. Dr. Joseph 
Rosen declared that the project had “the best possi- 
bilities of success of any of the colonization schemes 
examined in recent years.” The non-sectarian aspects 
of the colony have been emphasized in recent months. 
Thre are a few hundred refugees on the plantation 
at Sosua. 


Surinam—This South American colony, known 
also as Dutch Guiana, was under investigation two 
years ago as a likely home for several thousand Jewish 
refugees. It was recalled that early Sephardic Jews 
had settled there for a while three hundred years ago. 

Syria—Simultaneous reports from Paris and 
Beirut in 1934 declared that 50,000 Eastern Euro- 
pean Jews would be permitted to settle in Syria. Prac- 
tically all refugees who have reached that country 
have travelled the additional few miles into Palestine. 


Tanganyika—This former German colony was 
offered as a haven for refugees in 1938, with approval 
both in London, and in the colony. Small-scale settle- 
ment of 200 persons was contemplated. The plan was 
energetically advocated in front page editorials in the 
Hearst press, and was given qualified editorial support 
by the New York Times. It was pointed out, however, 
that there was always the possibility that the area 
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might some day be returned to Germany and the Jew- 
ish inhabitants would become refugees again. 

Union of South Africa—A strong anti-Semitic 
movement here, and a powerful pro-German bloc in 
the government have effectively eliminated this coun- 
try from consideration as a haven, though its name 
has more than once appeared on the territorial 
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to permit 500 Jewish families to enter and work on 
the land. 

Virgin Islands—Governor Lawrence Cramer in 
1940 signed a proclamation waiving all passport and 
visa regulations as a result of which free entry for a 
limited stay was offered to refugees. They were not 
permitted to work, upon arrival, and were to be com- 


agenda. 


Uruguay—As early as 1933 the President of this 
South American country, Dr. Gabriel Terra, offered 


pletely supported by relatives in the United States. 


from. 


Zanzibar and Zululand—Are yet to be heard 


__ National Labor Committee 





5,000 Attend Chicago 
Histadrut Rally 


The traditional coffee-and-cake ban- 
quet of the Chicago Histadrut Cam- 
paign on February 2rd was attended by 
an enthusiastic audience of over 5,000. 
The highlight of the evening was the 
address by David Ben-Gurion, who in- 
timately and vividly portrayed the role 
of the Histadrut. Rabbi Solomon Gold- 
man and Dr. David Rebelsky were the 
other principal speakers. 

Special radio arrangements were 
made to hear President Roosevelt's 
fire-side chat in the huge Aragon Ball- 
room. Sidor Belarksy and the Jewish 
National Workers’ Alliance Chorus 
rendered a varied musical program. 
Another feature of the occasion was 
the appearance of the first volume of 
the Chicago Trade Union Yearbook 
dedicated to the Histadrut. 

The $60,000 mark of the campaign 
has already been passed. 


Senator King at Los Angeles 
Victory Celebration 


The annual Victory Celebration of 
the Los Angeles Histadrut Campaign 
will be an afternoon affair, due to 
blackouts frequently imposed on the 
city. Ex-Senator William H. King of 
Utah, a friend of Zionism for many 
years, will touch on the present role of 
Palestine in the democratic war effort. 

A check received by the national of- 
fice brings the Los Angeles total to 
$13,500, with final results topping last 
years $20,000 anticipated. 


Canada Continues 
Record-Breaking Drive 


With Toronto already ahead of its 
$15,000 goal, and Montreal reporting 
$11,000, the major Canadian cities in- 
dicate that the quota for the country 
will be surpassed before long. Ottawa 
complered its drive with $3,100, a 25% 
increase over the previous year. Win- 
nipeg remitted over $3,000 with sev- 
eral weeks of intensive campaigning 
yet to come. 


Detroit in Full Swing 

Ceaseless activity for the Histadrut 
marks the Detroit sector of Labor Pal- 
estine, led by energetic Morris Shaver, 
Chairman; Harry Schumer, Treasurer; 
and Aaron Kushinsky, Executive Di- 
rector, with a full array of forces from 
the Labor Zionist movement and Land- 
smanshaften. 


Philadelphia 

With three major rallies already be- 
hind them, the Philadelphia Histadrut 
campaigners are forging ahead. Hayim 
Greenberg, Israel Mereminski, Baruch 
Zuckerman, Isaac Hamlin and David 
Wertheim were among the guest 
speakers during February gatherings. 
A business-men’s committee, with Ab- 
raham Silver as chairman, has under- 
taken a $5,000 quota. 


Baltimore Conference 
Opens Drive 

“Palestine, Histadrut and the War” 
was the theme of. the Baltimore His- 
tadrut Conference held all day Sunday, 
March Ist, at which time the 1942 
drive was formally opened. Israel 
Mereminski and Marie Syrkin were 
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principal speakers. A memorial was 
conducted for the 750 victims of the 
“Struma” tragedy. Other speakers in- 
cluded Dr. Herman Seidel, Bernard 
Danzansky of Washington; Harry 
Greenstein, director of the Associated 
Jewish Charities; and Rabbi Adolph 
Coblenz, president of the Baltimore 
Zionist District. More than 50 organ- 
izations sent representatives to the 
Conference, according to William 
Braiterman, chairman of the arrange- 
ment committee. 


Buffalo in Midst of Effort 


With Louis Segal sounding the key- 
note, the Buffalo campaign got under 
way, on February 8th, aiming at $7,000. 
Judge David Diamond and Dr. G. B. 
Leve spoke in behalf of greater sup- 
port for the Histadrut. 


Boston to Hear 
Ben Gurion 


David Ben Gurion will be guest of 
the Boston Histadrut Campaign on 
March 8th, when the drive will be 
closed with a huge celebration at the 
Hotel Bradford. 
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League for Labor Palestine 





A new book. We may have some 
unusual notions about the kvutzah, 
with more than an ecstatic underlin- 
ing. Not trying to abuse the word 
“realistic”, let us take the opportunity 
of “correcting” our idea of the kvutzah 
by something sober, honest, balanced, 
contained in a new little booklet en- 
titled “The Kvutzah” by Shalom 
Wurm. We can now get a well-tem- 
pered study of this type of community 
nurtured so carefully in the past two 
decades. 


Ellis Radinsky will surely not 
mind being called up second. He has 
been borrowed from the New York 
City Dept. of Welfare to look after us 
for a period of only six months. Now 
he is on a tour out to the Middle West; 
the arsenal city of Detroit, the windy 
one of Chicago, and other points. He 
is going to get around quite a bit, of 
course, within the unavoidable limit of 
time and space. He expects to meet 
with all he can. And‘let’s not lose our 
little place in this whirling world. No 
‘ersatz’ for Labor Palestine. 


Ellis Radinsky is a graduate of the 
New York School of Social Work. He 
has been in Zionist youth work, a 
“charter” League member and _ has 
served on the National Administrative 
Committee. 


Here are some notes from our ever- 
busier secretary. Abraham Dickenstein, 
who flew (not quite) around the world 
to Palestine, westwardly, and got back 
in the nick of time just before Pearl 
Harbor, will be in Los Angeles the 
week of March 6th-13th. He will talk 
just once before an open League meet- 
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The Structure, Problems and 
Achievements of the Collective 
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ing. Now it takes two to four months 
for mail to reach here from Palestine. 
And the Palestine censors are second 
to none. Hence we can appreciate what 
is now a rarity, a first hand report. 


While in “Los Angeles” the addi- 
tional item is that League-Treasurer, 
Ralph Wechsler, met with the League 
City Council at the home of Leib and 
Miriam Glantz. Mr. Wechslers’ report 
is enthusiastic, so is the report of the 
City of Angeles. 


“A Flying Trip.” From Toronto 
(Canada) will come Rabbi Maurice 
Eisendrath to meet League chapters and 
address public meetings along the East- 
ern Seaboard. Scheduled are Baltimore, 
April 12th, opening rally of the His- 
tadruth Conference; Albany, April 
16th; a city-wide meeting by the A. 
D. Gordon Chapter; Springfield, April 
19th, a public meeting at the Jewish 
Community Center. More cities may 
yet be scheduled. 


More in the matter of finance: 
Springfield, ready for the second major 
fund-raising event, the Purim Ball, 
proceeds to go to J.N-F. and League 
Education and Publications Fund. The 
Albany, A. D. Gordon chapter sent in’ 
the first installment of pledge for the 
same Education and Publications Fund, 
also a contribution to the Local Jewish 
Welfare Army and Navy Committee, 
on which it is represented. Newark 
“Polevski” chapter sent in $75 on ac- 
count Educational and Publications 
Fund. Evidently cash on the spot was 
paid for several hundred shares of the 
American Palestine Trading Corpor- 
ation. Also planning a supperette and 
entertainment for the Education and 
Publication Fund. 


Now to matters spiritual: Chicago 
Albany Park Chapter runs a Porgram; 
—a fortnightly seminar on Jewish His- 
tory, dinner-meetings, the menu also 
including music, talks and not too in- 
frequently a Palestinian movie, Labor 
Palestine—featured at Friday evening 
services in synagogues, March 14th, 
“Melaveh Malkah” with the poet Simon 
Halkin, brilliant essayist as well, and 
one of the most inspiring of teachers 
as the principal speaker. 

Postscript on this Chicago group— 
also homemade cakes for the U.S.O. 
Springfield: February meeting run on 
“Information Please” style; subject, 40 


" years, J.N.F.—An Adventure in Mod- 


ern Colonization. 


Shalom Hektin, correspondent of the 
spoke to Hebrew-speakin 


Brooklyn A. D. Gordon group, N.Y|C 
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on “Nahalal and Ain Charod,” Febru- 
ary 20th. 


Our Field Director, and popular 
speaker in his own right, met with the 
Kadimah group February 15th. Talk 
was on “Palestine and the War Situ- 
ation.” 


Manhattan, February meeting was a 
Chamisho Osor B’shvat party at the 
home of Rose L. Rosenberg. Meir 
Sherman led the discussion on “The 
Vital Zionist Position in America To- 
day.” 

Social Workers: February 18th, sec- 
ond of its series of 4 forums on Jewish 
Social Work today. Mr. Irwin Rosen 
of the Brooklyn Federation of Chari- 
ties spoke on “Jewish Social Work 
overseas and its relationship to the 
American Program.” Mr. Rosen has 
been in Europe for the J.D.C. Bialik 
chapter will have a talk March 8th on 
the Arab-Jewish problem. This chap- 
ter was reorganized February 22nd. 
Next few meetings at the home of 
chairman, Miss Blanche Silverman. 
Purim Party—Saturday night, March 
7th. 


TUUUUUHUULU HA AULA 


IN THE POALE ZION 


Reacting immediately to the ghastly 
report of the sinking of the S. S. Sturma 
in the Black Sea with the loss of 750 
refugees, the Central Committee cal- 
led a mass protest meeting in New 
York City on Sunday evening, March 
1st. Hayim Greenberg and Louis Lip- 
sky who addressed the meeting decried 
the failure of the Palestine administra- 
tion to permit the entry of these refu- 
gees to Palestine. The resolution which 
was adopted unanimously condemned 
the continuing policy of appeasement 
practiced by the Colonial Office which 
has led to repeated mass-tragedies sim- 
ilar to the Sturma. 


The fourth in the series of discus- 
sions sponsored by the Metropolitan 
Branch of the Poale Zion, together with 
the League for Labor Palestine, is 
scheduled for April 12 when Prof. 
Hayim Fineman, Dr. Max Gottschalk 
and Dr. Jacob Robinson will share the 
platform in a symposium on the ques- 
tion, “What Kind of a Post War World 
Do We Want?” At the March Forum, 
Emanuel Neumann and Judge Bern- 
ard Rosenblatt debate the problem of 
the “Post War Status of Palestine.” 


Pledges and cash remittances are 
being received by the Metropolitan 
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Branch towards its Week's Wage Cam- 
paign Fund. The chief beneficiary of 
this total fund will be the United jew- 
ish Appeal, with the National Labor 
Committee tor Palestine getting the 
next largest appropriation. The Labor 
Zionist Emergency Fund, Jewish Na- 
tional Fund, Hechalutz Federation and 
Habonim are among the other agencies 
which will benefit trom the allocation 
which will be made in June. 

The City Committee in New York 
has been reconstituted and is showing 
considerable promise. The Committee 
is composed of the following members: 
B. Burstein, A. Balfour, M. J. Silver- 
berg, H. Grushkin, H. Kalisky, P. Hur- 
witz, M. Beizer, Dr. J. Proujansky, L. 
Schiff, I. Feder, A. L. Berman, M. Kekst, 
I. Strum, Edith Felberg. All members 
in good standing are being reregistered 
and attended the first of a series of 
closed city-wide membership meetings 
on February 27th. Chaver David Wert- 
heim, National Secretary, gave a detail- 
ed and intimate report on the develop- 
ment of a number of basic Zionist 
political problems. 

On March 15th the Poale Zion in 
Cincinnati will be hosts to a large meet- 
ing, under the chairmanship of Rabbi 
Samuel Wohl, devoted to the Labor 
Zionist Emergency Fund. 

On February 23rd, Chaver David 
Wertheim took part in a debate in 
Boston on the desirability of a Jewish 
Army. His opponent was S. Mendelson, 
a leading figure in the Jewish Socialist 
Bund of Poland, now residing here. 
Chaver Nahum Kantorowitz debated 
Jacob Patt of the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee on the same question at a meet- 
ing sponsored by the Educational De- 
partment, Local 22, of the LL.G.W.U. 
Spokesmen of these groups and of the 
Jewish Socialist Verband which have 
attacked the proposal for a Jewish 
Army are being chalenged in respect 
to their views on this question. 

In connection with the campaign for 

a Jewish Army, the Centrai Committee 
received a report to the effect that the 
Emergency Committee for Zionist Af- 
fairs released a statement indicating 
that there is no need for collection of 
funds for this campaign. Such collec- 
tions have been taking place through- 
out the country and the Emergency 
Committee calls attention to the fact 
that there is no authorization for such 
an activity. The National Office has 
supplied branches with information 
folders and has instructed all members 
how to continue their efforts to arouse 
public opinion in favor of the Jewish 
Army. 
Chaver Abraham Cohen, Assistant 
Secretary, is planning to spend most of 
the month of March on a tour, during 
which he will visit Pittsburgh, Cincin- 
nati, St. Louis, Kansas City, Chicago 
and Detroit. 
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Successful Regional 
Conferences Held 

Two regional conferences were con- 
ducted by the National Executive, dur- 
ing the week-end of February 13-15th. 
70 delegates, representing clubs in 
Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton and Ot- 
tawa, participated in the Eastern Can- 
adian Conference held at Montreal. 
Dvora Rothbard and Jacob Lestchinsky 
delivered addresses. The conference 
closed with a concert, featuring Emma 
Lazaroff-Shaver as soloist. Speakers in- 
cluded Dvora Rothbard and Sara Cai- 
serman. The proceeds went to the war 
effort. At the South Eastern Confer- 
ence, held at Nashville, Eva Checkoway 
and Yehudith Simchonit were the 
speakers. The conference closed with a 
banquet. 


Transmissions to 
Moatzath Hapoaloth 

To meet the emergency needs aris- 
ing out of the war situation, funds 
totalling $18,000 have been cabled to 
Tel Aviv in recent weeks. 


Sara Feder’s 
Organizational Tour 

Sara Feder is now in the Middle 
West. She will be in Chicago, February 
22 to March 11, in connection with the 
membership drive. An intensive pro- 
gram to attract new members has been 
planned by the Council and the in- 
dividual clubs. She will also visit South 
Bend on March 8. 


Yehudith Simchonit 
In the South 

Following her visit to Nashville for 
a 3-day conference of the Southern 
clubs Yehudith Simchonit visited Chat- 
tanooga, Atlanta, New Orleans, Gal- 
veston, Houston, Corpus Christi, San 
Antonio, Dallas and Tulsa, ending 
March 6. The Pacific Coast tour begins 
on March 9 with her visit to Los An- 
geles where she will stay through the 
17th. Her schedule includes San Diego, 
San Francisco and Oakland. 


Activities of Organizers 

Esther Kramer is now in Western 
Canada. Her itinerary includes: Win- 
nipeg, Regina, Lethridge, Calgary, Ed- 
monton, North Battleford, Saskatoon, 
Prince Albert, Yorkton and vicinity. 

Eva Checkoway is continuing her 
Southern tour and is now the guest of 
the Miami club. 


Representation at 
U.P. A. Conference 

At the conference of the United Pal- 
estine Appeal held in Cleveland on 
January 17 and 18, the National Exec- 
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utive was represented by Yehudith 
Simchonit, Sara Halpern of Cleve- 
land and Sophie Zislin of Detroit, 
members of the Advisory Council, and 
by the Jewish National Fund chairman 
of the Cleveland Council. The Cleve- 
land chaveros were hostesses to dele- 
gates from various clubs at a special 
breakfast arranged in conjunction with 
the conference. 


Cultural Materials 


In the course of the past month the 
National Executive sent the following 
programs to the clubs: Purim 
Bulletin (in Yiddish and English), In- 
ternational Women’s Day Bulletin (in 
both languages). The Passover Bulle- 
tin will be issued shortly. 


Chamisho Osor B’Shevat 
Highlights Our Forest . 


Chamisho Osor B’Shevat this year 
was the occasion for intensive tree- 
planting in the Pioneer Women’s For- 
est by clubs throughout the country. 
The Eastern Canadian and South East- 
ern conferences pledged themselves to 
an oversubscription of their quotas. An 
outstanding event was the gala affair of 
the New York clubs sponsored by the 
Council where 1,000 trees were sold 
and a golden-book certificate was pre- 
sented to the famous Yiddish poet, H. 
Leivick. 





Ask Your Dealer for the 
GENUINE PALESTINE 
CARMEL BRAND WINES 


Cay BRAND bon na” 








Sole Agents in the United States 
PALESTINE HOUSE, 
INCORPORATED 
I. M. KOWALSKY, President 


10 West 28TH STREET 
New York, N. Y. 


Phone: LExington 2-6263 
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Tenth Annual 


THIRD SEDER NIGHT 


ADMISSION BY 
GUEST TICKET ONLY 


Available to Co-Workers 
and Contributors of $25 
or More to the 1942 
Histadrut Campaign 








DEDICATED TO THE GALLANT PIONEERS IN PALESTINE 
WHO CARRY ON THEIR NOBLE STRUGGLE FOR THE 


PRESERVATION OF HUMAN FREEDOM AND THE LIBERA- 
TION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 


Sunday Eue,, Aprut 5th, 194.2 


AT THE 


Hotel Astor 


BROADWAY AT 46th STREET 
New York City 


HAatel Commodore 


LEXINGTON AT 42nd STREET 
New York City 


Featuring 


“The Hagada of Demacracy” 


A Dramatic and Musical Spectacle Portraying the Unity 
of the Pioneer Spirit Linking America and Eretz Israel 


DISTINGUISHED LEADERS 
of Palestine and America 
Will Address the Festival 
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For further information, inquire: 


NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
WAtkins 9-5288 
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,.aHEINZ 
Kesher 


VEGETARIAN 
SOUP J 


eet res: 


i 
This Tempting Meatless, Pareve Soup READY TO SERVE 
is Ready-to-Serve...Not Condensed! 


Choice, fresh vegetables, enriched by 

tasty spices, brewed in open kettles, V, 

small batches at a time...that’s Heinz VEGET Rn 
Kosher Vegetarian Soup. Ithas the flavor E 
of home-made soup at its best. Pre- 

pared in a moment! Just heat and eat! WITHOUT MEAT 


Look for the © on the label S?7 VARIETIES 


It is the Seal of approval of the Union 4.1. HEIN? COMPANY 
of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of Re 
America. 


ONE OF THE 


HEINZ © VARIETIES 








